ELECTION SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL 


Finding hope in 


‘What the parties 9 
Gaza 


have to offer you 


15 


The ups and downs 
of busy Bristol 


Making your clothes 
work for you 


16 


20 


Jobs, friends, 
bargains, breaks 


The award 
winning 
newspaper 

for everyone 


with an interest 


in disability 


28 


High court shows it cares 


“Two children have won landmark legal battles which should improve the lives 


of child carers around the country. 


In the first case to be brought 
under The Carers’ Recognition 
and Services Act 1995, Newham 
Council agreed at the end of 
January to assess the needs of 
Elisha Whittingham, 14, who, 
along with her mother, looks 
after her severely disabled sister. 

Two weeks earlier in another 
High Court case, 11-year-old 
Simon Bradford from Tower 
Hamlets won the right to have 
his housing needs assessed, 
after he was bullied for caring 
for his mother who has arthritis 
and epilepsy. | 

Elisha Whittingham had to 
bathe her ten-year-old sister in a 
washing up bowl because 
Newham Council had failed to 
install a suitable shower. Her 
sister Veniece has epilepsy and 
cerebral palsy. 

In the High Court the council 
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Triumph: Elisha Whittingham 


also agreed to provide emergency 
respite care for Elisha and her 
mother, to assess her mother’s 
needs and to install a shower. 
Miss Whittingham _ said: 
“Elisha was going to school 
tired and her school work was 
suffering. She was caring for 
Veniece instead of going out 
with her friends.” 

Government statistics show 


Stay Independent 
| in Comfort 


|  Theraposture offer a carefully 
|. thought-out range of products to 
help those with mobility 
problems enjoy the 
independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


from over 1000 positions at 
the touch of a button. 


Suppliers to DHS, 
and Health Authorities 


Stands you up, 
sits you down, 
nice and gently, ~ 
at the touch 
of a button. 
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that there are between 19,000 
and 51,000 young carers in the 
UK. The Government had ini- 
tially been opposed to including 
children in the Carers’ Act, 
arguing that they were already 
covered by the Children Act. 

Jill Pitkeathley, chief executive 
of the Carers National Associa- 
tion (CNA), said: “This case 
demonstrates how important it 
was to include young carers 
within the Act. It shows very 
dramatically how disability 
affects everyone in the family.” 

Newham Social Services is 
now carrying out the assess- 
ments. A council spokesman 
said: “We have given a clear 
commitment to the family and 
we will abide by it.” 

In the other case Mr Justice 
Kay ordered Simon Bradford’s 
local council, Tower Hamlets, 
to carry out an assessment 
under the Children Act. 

The council had previously 
assessed Simon’s housing needs 
along with the rest of the family. 
It told DN they were already on 
the list for urgent rehousing, 
but that suitable accommoda- 
tion was in short supply. 

Francine Bates, CNA assistant 
director, said: “Simon’s case 
highlights graphically the 
stigma that disabled people and 
their carers encounter daily. 

“We hope that local authori- 


Veniece will get a shower’ 
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Almost there: Simon Bradford and his parents East LONDON ADVERTISER 


ties will take note of the case and 
ensure that children like Simon, a 
young carer, are properly housed 
with their families in adapted 
and safe accommodation.” 
However, the family’s solici- 
tor, Nicola Macintosh, said 


there had been no let-up in the 
violence against the family 
since the case. 

Simon’s mother Anita, told 
DN: “I am scared stiff of going 
out of the house and they are 
still having a go at Simon.” 
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2 News 


Wheelchair voucher scheme slammed 


Wheelchair users and therapists 
have criticised the Government 
over the implementation of the 
wheelchair voucher scheme. 
Under the scheme, users will 
be given three options — to take 
a standard NHS wheelchair, or 
be given a voucher and con- 
tribute towards the cost of a 
chair from a range selected by 
the wheelchair service (partner- 
ship option), or use their 


| Specialists in , 
Conversions | 


disabled. j 


voucher and contribute towards 
the extra cost of a chair of their 
choice (the independent option). 
Peter Mansell, chief executive 
of the Spinal Injuries Associa- 
tion, said that while it would 
improve choice for some, others 
could still be left with inade- 
quate chairs. “It will only benefit 
those who have got some dosh. 
“It is not addressing the issue 
of quality of wheelchair provi- 
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sion within the NHS.” 

Pru Cartwright, chair of the 
National Wheelchair Man- 
agers’ Forum, said that there 
were not enough - skilled 
wheelchair therapists to explain 
the scheme to clients and assess 
wheelchair suitability. 

But the Government said the 
scheme improved choice and 
that any extra administration 
was being funded. 
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OF NEW AND USED MOTORCARAVANS. 


Its the most exciting and comprehensive 


choice of up to250 models from the leading — 


manufacturers, in the finest motorcaravan 
centre in Europe. 


Unrivalled facilities include Open Parkland 
Site, Free Overnight Parking, Licensed 


Restaurant, Gift and Accessory Shops, 


Parking for 100 vehicles, Picnic Area, 


‘i 24 Bay Workshop. And don't forget 


we are open every day! 


We can offer advice and help with regard 
to financing and insuring the model of 
your choice with financial packages 
tailored to suit your needs. Written 
quotations on request. 


Disabled motorhome 
Owners are well catered for by our 
specialist sales team at Brownhills, and we 
offer professional advice in converting 
most models to suit your requirements. 
Giving you freedom and independence. 


Rest assured that Brownhills offer the 
finest after sales service available with 
our workshop and staff of 16 fitters able 
to provide a replacement and repair 
service second to none. 


Brownhills 35 years 
experience in supplying motorcaravans 
and providing customer care is a 
ee factor to our customers. You 
will feel the strength of Brownhills around 
you. 


Icing on the cake: Anne Rae, 
chair of the British Council of 
Disabled People, cuts the cake 
at the launch of its National 
Centre for Independent Living. 
The three-year Government- 
funded project will advise local 
independent living schemes set 
up around the country how to 
coordinate direct payments for 
community care when they 
come into effect in April. Co- 
director Jane Campbell said: 
“By September we want every 
local authority to have 
embraced the idea of direct pay- 
ments.” 


Tel: 0171-587 1663 


Make plans to visit the 
first of the new Indepen- 
dent Living shows at Bris- 
tol’s Whitchurch Sports 
Centre on 20-21 March. 
Besides products and 
equipment, there will be — 
seminars for profession- — 
als. (See City Focus, p20 
and coupon, p27.) 
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Stop press 


Drivers’ distress 


Disability groups and others 
are upset by Motability’s deci- 


sion to change the eligibility cri- 
}teria for its Driver’s Fund, set 


up to pay for vehicle adapta- 


| tions for wheechair users. 


To reduce the waiting list of 
42, Motability introduced an 
“assisted driver” criteria which 
allows for someone to help the 


‘driver in and out of the vehicle. 


“If you cannot go around on 


your own, it undermines the 
whole concept of empowerment 


that the fund was established 
for,” said Stephen Bradshaw of 
the Spinal Injuries Association, 


which lobbied for the fund. 


But grants committee chair- 


} man Joe Hennessy assured DN 


| 
: 
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that it was a short term solution 
to get disabled drivers mobile. 


Baby test shock 

Antenatal tests are being virtu- 
ally forced on some pregnant 
women, with health profession- 


pals making assumptions that 


screening is needed and that a 
disabled foetus would automat- 
ically be aborted, according to 
the National Childbirth Trust. 

In a survey of 2,700 women, it 
studied 352 cases in detail. It 
found 17 per cent said the hospi- 
tal had made assumptions and 
10 per cent had felt pressurised. 

One woman reported the con- 
sultant as saying: “If there’s 
something wrong with the baby 
we just get rid of it.” 


Can you help? 


DN and the International Cere- 
bral Palsy Society (ICPS) are 


campaigning for long-term sup- 


port for Hannan Jaafreh (see 
page 9). Hannan has learning 
difficulties and was found in a 
cage in Palestine. 


Candidate first 


Liberal Democrat David Bux- 
ton has been 
chosen as pro- 
spective par- 
liamentary 
candidate for 
Lewisham 
East and is believed to be the 
first born-deaf candidate in 
British political history. 

Mr Buxton, 32, was a South- 
wark councillor for four years. 


Rights Now switch 


Disability group Rights Now 
has a new line-up. 

Solicitor David Ruebain is 
vice-chair, Jane Campbell is 
secretary and Debbie Smith is 
the treasurer. 

New chair Rachel Hurst 
makes it a hat-trick of appoint- 
ments as she is already secre- 
tary of the British Council of 
Disabled People and chair of 
Disabled People’s International, 
Europe region. 


Well tried: A team of 30 people with learning disabilities showed rugby fans their stuff when they played 
a curtain raiser before the England v Scotland match at Twickenham in February. The players, from adult 
education centres around Leeds, gave a display of New Image Rugby — a minimal contact version of Rugby 


Union developed by the Rugby Football Union (North) and Leeds City Council. 


YORKSHIRE ELECTRICITY 


Pitfalls of going private 


Quality of care for disabled and 
elderly people could suffer if 
Tory plans to privatise social 
services go ahead. 

The Association of Directors 
of Social Services (ADSS) warns 
that privatisation of the coun- 
try’s £8 billion care programme 
will lead to a “quick and cer- 
tain” reduction in standards. 

President Bob Lewis said in 
January that leaving provision 
solely to non-statutory suppli- 
ers could lead to a “menacing 
monopoly of private sector pro- 
vision, with all the dangers of 
price-hiking implicit in such a 
situation”. 


A Department of Health 
White Paper on social services, 
to be published in March, is 
expected to introduce compul- 
sory competitive tendering for 
most of social services. 

In Kent, where the county 
council faces a shortfall of £24 
million for its social services 
provision, home care for elderly 
and disabled people has already 
been contracted out in a desper- 
ate attempt to save cash. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said: “We are 
looking for the best way to pro- 
vide the service. This is a White 
Paper which means there will be 


much discussion before any- 
thing is decided.” 
© Bus privatisation has made it 
more difficult for passengers to 
get information which would 
allow them to plan their jour- 
neys, says a new report, leading 
to fears that visually impaired 
and blind people are losing out. 
The report, Making Connec- 
tions, by the UK Round Table 
on Sustainable Development, 
says: “Operators see more finan- 
cial advantage in competing 
than in coordination, and are 
often reluctant to participate in 
through-ticketing, synchronised 
services and information systems.” 


News 3 


Feeding 
scandal 
in NHS 


Disabled people are not being 
fed properly in NHS hospitals 
raising fears that some elderly 
patients are being deliberately 
starved, says a report. 

Hungry in Hospital cites one 
relative of an elderly patient, 
who said: “We feel there was a 
policy on his ward that if you 
were expected to recover, you 
were helped to eat. If not, you 
were left to fade away.” 

The report, published by the 
Association of Community 
Health Councils for England 
and Wales, urges the Depart- 
ment of Health to ensure accu- 
sations are investigated. 

It adds: “In some hospitals no 
one is taking responsiblity for 
ensuring that patients are eating.” 

It says people with learning 
disabilities may not understand 
how to order and people with 
visual impairments may not 
realise that food has arrived. 

Pam Jones was disgusted at the 
way catering staff in one hospi- 
tal treated her mother Ivy, from 
Liverpool, who had restricted 
movement and was in hospital 
with heart problems before she 
died last year. 

“On at least one occasion they 
left the food out of my mother’s 
reach. When she asked them to 
move the tray closer, they said 
they did not have the time.” 

The report suggests that one 
cause of the problem may be a 
shortage of nurses. 


Celebrate our 10th Birthday 
by saving £300 off 
special edition “Easyriders” 


@ 0151 707 1146 @&) 


10 Special Edition 
Easy Rider Handcycle 


attachments are available for 


just £995! 


‘(std offer price £1295) 


18 Summers Road, 


Brunswick Business Park, 
Liverpool L3 4BL 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet 
which will undoubtedly 
help you to make the right 
decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers 


you need to make sense of 
what can be a complicated 
affair. It tells you about all 


the different models 
available, how they work, 
what happens when they 
go wrong and the best way 
to go about buying a 


scooter or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you 
make your mind up, giving 
you all the information 
before 
important choice. 


you make the 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, 
free of charge. All you have 
to do is simply call our 24 
Hour Booklet Request 
Line on 0990 134 130 -or 
write to Mobility Matters, 
Dept 0DN3/97, Freepost 
NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 
6YA. A booklet will be 
sent to you within 14 days 
from one of the Mobility 
Matters local Distributors. 
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4 News from Westminster 


War pension 
row drags on 


The Government is coming 


under mounting pressure to 
withdraw tougher rules on war 
pensions for deafness. 

The rules mean that the effects 
of ageing cannot be considered 
in assessing pension eligibility. 

A pension can now be 
obtained only if a hearing loss 
of at least 20 per cent is 
attributable to gunfire while the 
person is still in the forces. This 
effectively rules out most new 
claims for war disablement pen- 
sion for hearing loss. 

The Government climbed 
down over general cuts in pay- 
ments in January. It planned to 
insist that war pensioners had 
to produce independent evi- 
dence of a worsening of their 
condition before their entitle- 
ment could be reviewed. This 
idea has now been scrapped. 

It also proposed to save mil- 
lions by phasing out the war 
widow’s rent allowance. 


But later Social Security Secre- 
tary Peter Lilley said: “We will 
not proceed with the original 
proposal to abolish war widow’s 
rent allowance for new claims.” 

Lord Ashley of Stoke said: “It 
is now clear that the Govern- 
ment has been wrong in claim- 
ing it has the weight of medical 
evidence on its side. The Secre- 
tary of State should immedi- 
ately order an_ investigation 
and, this time, have it con- 
ducted by fully qualified and 
respected experts in the field.” 

The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People and the British 
Legion are calling for a re-exam- 
ination of the medical evidence. 
@ Lord Mackay has agreed to 
cut through the red tape hold- 
ing up 18,000 war pension 
appeals to tribunals. Many 
appeals involve changes in bene- 
fits ordered by the social secu- 
rity department and some face 
a two-year wait. 


Blair shows he cares 


Labour leader Tony Blair gave 
his vote to carers at the launch 
of a new guide. 

Signposts through the Maze 
was produced by the Carers 
National Association and gives 
an overview of the law as it relates 
to carers, as well as help through 
the “maze of legislation”. 


Mr Blair said: “A Labour gov- 
ernment will not take carers for 
granted. We want to listen to 
your concerns and work with 
you to build the partnership that 
we need. Supporting carers is 
important to our policies to 
strengthen families and rebuild 
the social fabric of our society.” 


LIVE LIFE AT BLENHEIM! 


CARE INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS FOR DISABLED 
PEOPLE (AND THEIR PARTNERS) 
IN RURAL LINCOLNSHIRE 


CHOICE OF ONE WEEK BREAKS 
DURING SUMMER ’97 
RANGE OF OUTINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
GOOD FOOD, GOOD CARE, GOOD COMPANY! 


The Sleukeim Centres 


TELEPHONE 01427 668175 
AND ASK FOR OUR HOLIDAY PACK 


Permanent and Respite Care also available in this Specialist Nursing Home for Disabled People 


A model idea: Blind and visually impaired visitors to the Houses of 
Parliament can literally feel their way around the Palace, thanks to a 
new tactile model. Speaker of the House of Commons, the Rt Hon 
Betty Boothroyd (above) tested it out in January. With braille labels 
and a computer-controlled soundtrack commentary for both the 
limewood scale model and flat plan, people will be able to learn 


about the Palace as they arrive for a tour. 


JANE DUNFORD 


Mental health split 


Mental health charities are split 
over Government plans for the 
future of mental health services. 

Developing Partnerships in 
Mental Health, a green paper 
published in February, outlines 
a number of options for chang- 
ing the present system. 

At the moment, health author- 
ities and local authorities share 
responsibility for provision. 
The green paper follows a num- 
ber of high profile killings and 
suicides by mentally ill people 
which have sparked demand for 
better service coordination. 

SANE has welcomed the most 
radical option — the creation of 
single mental health and social 
care authorities for mentally ill 
people. 

But MIND has opposed this 


and demanded that already 
successful services are intro- 
duced across the country, 
including 24-hour crisis ser- 
vices to help people in the early 
stages of distress and involve- 
ment of users in the develop- 
ment of services. 

The National Association of 
Health Authorities and Trusts 
(NAHAT) favours mental 
health agencies headed by a sin- 
gle manager to commission ser- 
vices, with health authorities 
and social services keeping their 
existing responsibilities — also 
outlined in the green paper. 

Other options include one 
authority (most likely the 
health authority) taking respon- 
sibility for services, or delega- 
tion of specific responsibility. 


Many architectural barriers can 
be dealt with by climbing stairs, 
or by standing up and reaching 
new heights. With a large 
choice of models the correct 


e UK's largest range of stairclimbers 
e Prices from £2,850-£12,500 

e User operated 

e Carer controlled 

e No building alterations 

e Used at work, school and home 
e Free demonstrations 


solution can be found from total 
user independence to attendant 
assisted. Our range of ramps for 
home, car, travel, complete the 
solution options. 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ASSESSMENTS. 


CONTACT 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 
WHEELCHAIR 
CORPORATION LTD 
Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, Bridg- 
north, Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
Tel: 01746 861940 Mobile: 0374 

274919 Fax: 01746 862085 


Bill bids 
to give 
fair share 


Tens of thousands of disablec 
people could benefit wher 
building societies are floated or 
the stock market this year. 

Hopes were raised after Tory 
MP Douglas French introducec 
the Building Societies (Distribu 
tion) Bill which was unopposec 
during its first reading at the 
House of Commons. 

At present, some disabled peo 
ple are barred from receiving 
the cash payouts because thei 
accounts are handled by othe 
people, such as nursing homes 
which have one trustee accoun 
on behalf of several members. 

The Bill will force those soci 
eties turning into banks tc 
include disabled people in thei: 
payouts. 

It has been backed by opposi 
tion disabilities spokespeopk 
Tom Clarke and Liz Lynne bu 
could fall because of lack o 
time in this Parliamentary ses 
sion. 

Mr French believes there are a 
least 100,000 members of soci 
eties such as the Halifax anc 
Alliance & Leicester. 


SEN Appeal 


The Education (Special Educa: 
tional Needs) (SEN) Bill goe: 
back to the House of Common: 
after being approved in the 
House of Lords. 

The Private Member’s Bil 
aims to give children a full anc 
independent voice in appea 
proceedings by taking appeal: 
away from the SEN Tribuna 
and hearing them at the Hig 
Court instead. 

During the debate, Lord Mor 
ris of Castle Morris said loca 
authorities were concerned tha’ 
the tribunals were susceptible tc 
organised campaigning by “cer. 
tain pressure groups”. 


Sta CLIMBING AND STANDING Ca at 


e Stand up at home, work 

e Socially, sports, leisure 

e Improves general health 

e Folding manual model 

e All powered options 

e Simple one hand control 

e Use at a rehabilitation centre 
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News 5 
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Crisis in the capital 


End of the line: Richard Saunders is set to hang up his flags after 12 years 
as a football referee’s assistant. Mr Saunders was born with shortened 
arms — what he describes as “an early form of thalidomide” — and has 
been running the line up and down the divisions after starting out in the 
game as a footballer. Now 44, he has not come across any other physi- 
cally disabled match officials in his time in the game. He says players, par- 
ticularly from the big clubs, are more likely to be verbally abusive, but not 
about his disability. On the one or two occasions a disparaging voice 
from the crowd has commented on him being disabled, he has made a 
joke of it and given as good as he’s got. 

“T’m not against being used as a role model for disabled youngsters want- 
ing to get into the game — if they’ve got the desire and ability for the job.” 
He now intends to concentrate on his golf handicap. COLORSPORT 
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Cash shortages have caused a 
mental health care crisis in the 
capital, according to a new report. 

Cases of psychosis in inner 
London are double that in other 
inner cities, while 11 of the 26 
recent investigations 
killings by mental 
patients were in London. 

London’s Mental Health, pub- 
lished by the King’s Fund, says 
the closure of wards to fund 
community-based care has led 
to an in-patient services crisis. 
In some parts of London 25 per 
cent of those needing a bed have 
to wait. 

The report adds that there is 
also a shortage of psychiatric 


into 


health 


staff, psychologists and com- 
munity-based residential facili- 
ties. 

“It is more difficult to get help 
in London than in other cities,” 
says the report. “The formula 
for allocating resources to 
deprived inner city areas needs 
to be revisited.” 

Mental health charity MIND 
national director, Judi Clements, 
said: “MIND has been warning 
Government that the failure to 
properly fund comprehensive com- 
munity care would lead to a crisis.” 

Marjorie Wallace, chief execu- 
tive of SANE, said: “It is dis- 
graceful that seriously mentally 
ill people are either discharged 


too early or are not admitted to 
hospital for the care they need.” 

But Health Secretary Stephen 
Dorrell defended the funding 
formula, which he argued had 
been changed to reflect the fact 
that there was a higher incidence 
of mental illness in London. 

He said the Government was 

spending an extra £25 million 
on mental health services for 
London. 
@ Half of all psychiatric hospi- 
tals are operating above capac- 
ity with more patients on their 
books than beds available, 
according to a survey by the 
National Association of Health 
Authorities and Trusts. 


MPs probe Motability 


The Public Accounts Committee, 
Parliament’s financial watchdog, 
has demanded to see two key 
reports about Motability — from 
solicitors Bircham purporting to 
show that governors did not 
know the financial position, and 
from merchant bank Schroder 
showing that in 1993 Motabil- 
ity’s profit was apparently twice 
that of a typical leasing company. 

MPs grilled Motability direc- 
tor Noel Muddiman and 
Department of Social Security 
permanent secretary Ann 
Bowtell for two hours last 
month and may call them back. 

Working from the National 


& NOT A VAN! 


Our adaption of this ultra modern 


people carrier is designed primarily to 
carry a wheelchair bound passenger — 
and up to 5 other persons 


Retaining all the standard interior and exterior 
features of the VW Sharan 
There is the option of single or double light- 
weight loading ramps 

e A retractable side step is also available 


e QOur dedicated wheelchair area caters 
for 95% of standard & electrical 
chairs in use 


All vehicles are tailored to individual needs. Prices from £17,406 on the road 
Telephone for a no obligation one day free trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 


24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 680 


TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 


FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


Audit Office report published 
last summer, they wanted to 
know, among other things, why 
the charity, which now has 
300,000 users representing 
nearly 6 per cent of the car leas- 
ing market, needed £26.9 mil- 
lion reserves in 1995, if it was 
getting the best terms for its cus- 
tomers, and if the lending banks 
had made too much profit. 

Mrs Bowtell and Mr Muddi- 
man put many of Motability’s 
problems down to the rapid 
growth of the scheme and argued 
that changes had been made and 
monitoring established. But this 
did not satisfy some MPs. 

It was noted that Motability’s 
governors were male, middle- 
aged and long serving. Mr 


Muddiman said it was a matter 
of finding people with neces- 
sary skills. 

Jean Ashcroft, Arthritis Care’s 
director of public policy and 
information, would be willing to 
serve. She said: “Governors of 
Motability should be representa- 
tive of the users, and the major- 
ity of users have arthritis.” 

Douglas Campbell, director of 
the Disabled Drivers’ Associa- 
tion, is still not convinced that 
the discounts on the Motability 
scheme are adequate. “I hope the 
committee will pursue that.” 

He also wants them to “get to 
grips” with the 10th Anniver- 
sary Trust. “It is not made up of 
profits, but of money taken off 
disabled people.” 


422 
rig 
relax iw” 


rv 
TAKE AWAY THE STRAIN OF SITTING DOWN 


AND STANDING UP WITHA refaxrbetta 


RISER-RECLINER MULTI-PURPOSE PUSH 
BUTTON ADJUSTABLE CHAIR* 
*OPTIONAL FULL BODY MASSAGE 


NORMAL RELAX 


iia * oat 


sleenbetia 


° ROBLEMS 
ALL AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON SWOLLEN LEGS/OEDEMA nes en P 


2 ey ad -—? ee 
Get relief NOW from - 
HIGH & LOW BACKPAIN« ARTHRITIS 
RHEUMATISM = CIRCULATION PROBLEMS 
TIGHT SHOULDERS *HIATUS HERNIA 


THE s\eenhetia 86D" HAS PROVEN TO 
BE A GREAT RELIEF TO PEOPLE IN PAIN FROM 
A VARIETY OF MEDICAL CONDITIONS! 

*OPTIONAL FULL BODY MASSAGE 


RAISE BACK RAISE LEGS RAISE BOTH 


NORMAL 


For further information call F 


DEEN & hs 


post 10: FE/BAX ‘NW’ S\eeQoeXa FREEPOST NWW1210, MANCHESTER. M12 9RS 


Disabilitynow March 1997 


7 


6 News 


ME girl 
in bid for 
school 


The mother of a 16-year-old 
girl with ME is demanding that 
the local education authority 
educate her daughter until she 
is 19. 

Kate Gifford, from Colchester, 
has been unable to attend 
school since she was 13 and can 
only cope with two hours of 
home tutorial a week. 

But Essex County Council 
does not think it necessary to 
give Kate an educational state- 
ment of needs which would 
guarantee her schooling after 
July. 

“Kate has missed vital years of 
school and yet even the minimal 
education she gets may soon be 
stopped. How can she ever catch 
up?” said her mother Ann. 

Mrs Gifford lost her case to 
have Kate statemented at an 
educational tribunal __last 
November and is now appeal- 
ing against the decision. 

“Hundreds of children with 
ME face these sorts of difficul- 
ties,” said a spokeswoman for 
the National Association for 
the Education of Sick Children. 

“Tt is often impossible to get a 
statement for them.” 

An Essex County Council 


spokesman said Kate’s needs 


would be reviewed in the sum- 
mer and that it might be possi- 
ble for her school to continue 
home tuition in the sixth 
form. 


Eye test cost plea 


More than half a million elderly 
people are at risk of losing their 
sight because they cannot afford 
an eye test, according to a new 
report by the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind (RNIB). 

Potentially blinding eye condi- 
tions such as glaucoma can 
often be treated if they are 
detected early enough. 

But a study of nearly 1,500 
people in the report Losing 
Sight of Blindness showed that 
26 per cent aged 60 and over 


Canada joins 
fraud battle 


The battle to combat social 
security fraud has crossed the 
Atlantic as Britain and Canada 
join forces to “beat the cheats”. 

The two countries will now 
share information to investigate 
cases of suspected fraud. 

More than £125 million is 
paid in benefits to UK citizens 
living in Canada and more than 
£1 billion to 800,000 claimants 
worldwide. 

Secretary of State for Social 
Security, Peter Lilley, said that 
the arrangement with Canada 
would undoubtedly save money. 

The move follows the success 
of similar arrangements in 
Europe. In one case a man 
claiming Incapacity Benefit from 
a Preston address was_ working 
as a builder in Portugal for seven 
years. 
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have not had an eye test in the last 
two years — 500,000 would not 
have a test because of the cost. 
One pensioner, typical of 
thousands, told how the fee put 
her off for so long that when she 
did visit the optometrist it was 
too late to save her sight. 
Universal free eye tests were 
abolished in 1989 and the RNIB 
is calling for tests for older peo- 
ple and other groups at high risk 
of blinding conditions to be free. 
“Many older people are need- 


lessly losing their sight,” said 
Sue Grindey, manager of the 
RNIB’s eye health programme. 

“The cost of re-introducing eye 
tests for people aged 60 and over 
would only be about £32 million 
per year. This would be more 
than offset by the savings on the 
cost of services to those who 
may lose their sight.” 

A spokesman from the Depart- 
ment of Health said many pen- 
sioners could afford to pay it and 
it was right that they should. 


Long stretch 
for ‘Lazarus’ 


An epileptic man who conned 
churchgoers into believing he 
was a_ brain damaged 
wheelchair user, then faked a 
miracle recovery during a ser- 
vice, was jailed for 21 months. 

Paul Redhead, 29, from Coven- 
try, staged the “Lazarus re- 
enactment” after he was given a 
temporary wheelchair. 

He duped the congregation 
into raising money for him, then 
staged a “cure” when he became 
fed up with the hoax, Birming- 
ham Crown Court heard. 
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News 7 


Thieves ruin service 

Vandals have broken into a dis- 
ability advice centre nine times 
since it opened eight months ago. 


Two printers, two fax 
machines, two computers and 
one minicom have been stolen 
from the disability information 
service office at the South 
Gloucestershire Centre for Inte- 


grated Living in Cadbury 
Heath. 
Making waves 


The all-disabled crew of the 
Time and Tide yacht are now a 
respectable 12th in the 14-boat 
round-the-world BT Global 
Challenge. 

The crew have left Sydney and 
are on the journey to Cape 
Town, which is expected to take 
six weeks. 


US cuts benefits 

More than 135,000 disabled 
children from low income fami- 
lies in the United States could 
lose an average of $424 (£249) a 
month in disability benefits 
under a new welfare law. 

The Welfare Reform Law, 
passed last August, forced the 
Federal Government to redefine 
disability to tighten eligibility. 
Now the administration has 
decided that children with cer- 
tain learning — disabilities, 
behavioural or hyperactivity 
disorders and arthritis, might 
not be eligible. 

Marty Ford, from learning 
disabilities’ charity The Arc, 
said: “They are going to hurt 
far too many children. It will 
be devastating to the families.” 


Games cash bid 
Cerebral Palsy Sport is seeking a 
£50,000 sponsor for the Cerebral 
Palsy International Sport and 
Recreation Association World 
Games — Robin Hood 97. 

The games will take place in 
Nottingham in July with 840 
athletes competing from 35 dif- 
ferent countries. 

Meanwhile, Bob Price OBE 
was elected as the new chair- 
man of the British Paralympic 
Association in January. 


Complaint rejected 
Sarah Chapman — who alleges 
that she broke her right arm 
during a Benefits Agency All 
Work Test (DN October 96) — 
has had her complaint rejected 
by the Benefits Agency. 

An inquiry decided that the 
injury did not occur as a result 
of negligence on the part of the 
examining doctor. She is still 
considering legal action. 
SS ee 
Correction 
From DN’s February issue: 

The telephone number for the 
Disability in Business informa- 


Fears for deaf patients in hospital 


An attempt to improve services 
for deaf people at a Welsh hospi- 
tal has backfired with critics 
labelling the scheme “potentially 
disastrous”. 

Some nursing staff at the 
Cardiff Royal Infirmary (CRI) 
have been trained in elementary 
signing in an initiative by the 
hospital trust. 

But the Cardiff District Hear- 
ing Impaired Support Group 


(CDISG) claims these staff are 
sometimes used for complex 
interpreting which can leave 
deaf patients confused about 
their condition and treatment. 
“With poor communication, a 
patient may not be able to get 
across what medication he’s 
taking and the end result could 
be disastrous,” said honorary 
secretary Cedric Moon. “The 
trust is leaving itself wide open 


to being sued for negligence.” 
He called for regulations on 
interpreting to be introduced. 
The hosptial denied that 
nurses and receptionists with 
only stages I and II British Sign 
Language qualifications acted 
as interpreters and said that the 
local health authority’s fully- 
trained signer was used. 
“Nurses do not act as inter- 
preters,” said Brin Rees-Evans, 


business manager at the hospital. 

“We are trying to push the ser- 
vices available to deaf people 
forward and it seems to have 
backfired on us.” 

Chief executive of the British 
Deaf Association, Jeff 
McWhinney, said: “This high- 
lights the fact that deaf people 
should be encouraged to enter 
the medical profession them- 
selves.” 
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8 Health news 


Hayley Roberts finds the pager a godsend MMP 


A good 
reminder 


An electronic pager is helping 
people with brain injuries to 
remember their daily routines. 

The American-designed device 
is being tested at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital in Ely where 27 
people have used it. 

People with impaired memory 
can carry around the device 
known as the Neuropage which 
reminds them of activities. 

It receives pre-set, timed mes- 
sages from a central computer 
after users tell staff what per- 


sonal reminders they want. 

“Tf you use a pager to establish 
a routine and then take the 
pager away, some people can 
then continue that routine with- 
out the pager,” said Jonathan 
Evans, a clinical psychologist at 
the hospital. 


Mites get 
the bite 


London researchers are devel- 
oping a vaccine which could 
eventually offer immunity from 
house dust mites — a common 


trigger of asthma. 

The team led by Jonathan 
Lamb, professor of immunology 
at Imperial College, London, 
hopes to use genetic material — 
derived from house dust mites — 
which could enter the body 
attached to a bacteria such as 
BCG which is used for immuni- 
sation against tuberculosis. 

But Professor Lamb stressed 
that there would be no vaccine 
in the immediate future 

A spokesman for the National 
Asthma Campaign welcomed 
the research, but said: “There 
are other triggers for asthma 
including cold, smoking and 
exercise. We do not yet know 
how to find a cure because of 
these various triggers.” 


Arthritis 
confusion 


Hundreds of people with arthri- 
tis are not receiving appropriate 
care because GPs are unaware of 
effective treatment, the Arthritis 
and Rheumatism Council 
(ARC) has warned. 

Doctors are failing to refer 
people with rheumatoid arthri- 
tis to specialists for early treat- 
ment, despite research showing 
that it is critical, the council 
claims. 

Over the last few years recom- 
mendations on ways to treat 
the condition have emerged. It 
is now known that the best way 
to fight it and reduce disability 
is to attack it aggressively as 
early as possible. 


Genes show 
fits the mood 


Insurance companies are to 
start demanding the results of 
genetic tests as a requirement 
for new policies. 

The proposals were published 
as a code of practice in Febru- 
ary and were opposed by some 
MPs and medical researchers. 
But applicants for insurance 
who have previously had 
genetic tests would be obliged 
to reveal the results, in a move 
similar to the demands about 
HIV tests in the 1980s. 

Although genetic tests can 
reveal an increased risk of 
developing a disease, they are 
rarely able to make a definite 
forecast. A few disorders are 
associated with a fault in one 
gene, such as cystic fibrosis and 
Huntingdon’s chorea, but most 
are likely to result from varia- 
tions in more than one gene 
and from environmental influ- 
ences, such as heart disease and 
some cancers. 

Environmental factors can 
play an important role in trig- 
gering a genetic predisposition 
to certain diseases, which is 
why the discrimination inher- 
ent in insurance firms asking 
for test results is so unfair, illog- 
ical and potentially dangerous. 

Scientists at the Royal Society 
believe that genetic research 
will lead to a better under- 


standing of disease mecha- 
nisms, cheaper and more accu- 
rate diagnoses of common 
diseases, better drug treatments 
and tailoring prevention of 
treatment to take account of 
genetic factors. 

However an increased empha- 
sis on genetics may also result in 
a belief in genetic determinism — 
namely, you aren’t what you eat 
but what your genes say you are. 

As a result, the economic 
social and cultural factors 
which help shape people may 
be ignored, and prevention may 
often mean selective abortion. 

Attitudes to parenthood may 
also change. Knowingly having 
children with genetic diseases 
may be seen as irresponsible. 

The Science Museum is run- 
ning an exhibition on genetics 
until 13 April, (tel: 0171-938 
9788) which gives an accessible 
introduction to the subject. 

Pictures and the words of real 
people show visitors that genet- 
ics is about humans, not just 
diseases. Tay-Sachs disease and 
sickle cell broaden the ethnic 
scope and examples of the 
effects of social responses to dis- 
eases are mentioned. 

It reminds us all that there are 
few laws and regulations about 
genetics. 

Agnes Fletcher 
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Disability groups call on politicians to listen to their views 


Election special 9 


What we want from government 


_As the General Election approaches DN 
has put together three pages of information 
and opinions. Here, charities have their say. 


Connell Gebbie, 

B) president of the 
National Federa- 

tion of the Blind 

Sof the United 
Kingdom, says: “Whichever 
party is elected, we want a bet- 
ter appreciation of the prob- 
lems caused by blindness when 


The British Council of Dis- 
abled People wants the Dis- 
ability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) repealed. Chair Anne 
Rae says: “Any new govern- 
‘ment must repeal the DDA and 
put in place comprehensive 
anti-discrimination legislation 
which would end unequivoca- 
bly the discrimination and 
oppression of disabled people 
in the UK. The current Act 
does not address discrimina- 
tion from where it starts, 
which is education and mobil- 
ity. Without those two very 
important clauses, the DDA 
means nothing.” 


Nil 


The RNID wants to see deaf 
people fully integrated into 
society. Chief executive Doug 
Alker says: “We want to know 

Zi m if anew govern- 
ment will 
7 ensure that the 
| subtitling and 
signing of tele- 
vision pro- 
grammes increases beyond the 
current low targets, ensure that 
deaf students meet education 
and training targets, and guar- 
antee the continued provision 
of free and appropriate hearing 
aids to those who need them.” 


Rights request 


Most of the charities we sur- 
veyed called for full civil rights 
to be introduced. 

Arthritis Care, The Carers’ 
National Association, MIND, 
Mencap, RNIB, RNID, RADAR 
and Scope are also committed to 
the Disability Manifesto (DN, 
October) to be relaunched 
before the election. 


awarding Atten- 
dance and Dis- 


ability Living 


Allowance, a fair 


deal for blind 
and partially 
sighted jobseekers, and a set of 
real teeth for the National Dis- 
ability Council.” 
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Richard Gutch, chief executive 
of Arthritis Care, says: “One 
thing an incoming govern- 
ment could do to improve the 
lives of people with arthritis 
would be to __ introduce 
national minimum standards 
for community care. 

“An incoming government 
should recognise the need for 
central funding in order to 
make community care a real- 
ity. 

“It would be very  short- 
sighted not to invest in a ser- 
vice to enable people with 
arthritis to live independently 
in the community.” 


Sally Greengross, director 
general of Age Concern Eng- 
land, says: “We would like to 
see the next govern- 
ment find a_ way, 
through a mix of state 
and other provision, 
to ensure that pen- 
sioners have at least £125 per 


AGE 
(noe 


iNvaltsvosneanl 
Association 
(CNA) says 
holidays are of great impor- 
tance to its members. 


“A new government could 
improve the lives of carers by 


“Thousands of carers still 
attend to the daily needs 
of their disabled sons 
and daughters, often for 
months on end without 
a day off,” says Steven 
Billington, of Mencap. 
“Many carers are themselves 
elderly and infirm. The next 


Director of the 
Royal Associa- 
tion for Disabil- 
ity and 
Rehabilitation, 
Bert Massie, says: “Our mem- 
bership covers people with 
such a diversity of impairments 
it would be foolish to single 
out one jssue. So although a 


Commission to enforce full 
anti-discrimination legislation 
might top the list, remember 
what the Disability Manifesto 
says: all the needs of disabled 
people are of equal importance. 


Itiswrong (RES 


to choose 


RADAR 


DISABILITY & REHABILITATION 


week to live on. 

“We would encourage all 
older people to question candi- 
dates on the issues 
atbecting 
them...including 
low income, health 
care and poor com- 
munity care.” 


Don’t lose your vote 


Most polling stations are still as 
inaccessible to disabled people 
as they were in 1992, according 
to the charity Scope. 

Polls Apart, its survey after the 
last election, found only 12 per cent 
of stations were fully accessible, 
and campaigns development man- 
ager Jane Enticott says the situa- 
tion has not really improved since. 

Slippery floors, uneven path- 
ways, steps, and lack of assis- 
tance are all cited as problems 
faced by disabled people when 
trying to cast their vote. 

Scope has sent the facts and a 
check list to the 1,600-plus par- 
liamentary candidates in the 
hope that they will help imple- 
ment measures such as ensuring 


that there is at least one accessi- 
ble polling booth for each station 
and the local authority publicises 
the registration and postal vote 
process in appropriate venues, 
eg. day centres. 


Voting by post 


Applications for postal/proxy 
votes have to be made 13 work- 
ing days before polling day. Ask 
your electoral registration offi- 
cer at the town hall for a RPF 
7B form. 

If you become ill after the 13th 
day, ask for form RPF9B which 
has to be signed by a doctor and 
returned six working days 
before polling day. 


pe ensure 


mencap 


making the most af life 


ers are guaranteed 


following up 
on the success 
of the Carers 
Act by giving 
carers a right to 


a break (respite care),” says 
the chief 
Pitkeathley. 


executive, Jill 


government should implement 


the Disabled Persons 
and Carers (Short 
Term Breaks) Bill, to 
that people 
with a learning dis- 
ability and their car- 
regular 


breaks.” 


The Spinal 


|SPINAL | | 
Lngunies Injuries 
Associa- 


tion wants 


the mobility component of Dis- 
ability Living Allowance paid 
without restriction to people in 
hospital. 

Chief executive Peter Mansell 


“The next government should 
fully commit itself to 
making community 
care work for every- 
one, rather than allow 
people with mental 
health problems to be scape- 
goated,” says Judi Clements, 
Mind’s national director. 


Mirtd 


The Mental Health Charity 


Richard Brew- 
ster, chief execu- 
tive of Scope, 
says the charity 
would like to 
see an incoming government 


make a commitment to intro- 
ducing full and comprehensive 
civil rights for disabled people. 

“This should be accompanied 
by the provision of a properly 
funded civil rights commission to 


ensure that all legislation relat- 
ing to disabled people is cor- 
rectly implemented and services 
pear Ee) appropri- 
SCOPE ately deliv- 


ered.” 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


says: “It would 

speed up the 

rehabilitation 

process by get- 

ting people 

mobile as soon as possible 

after injury because they 

would be able to lease or buy 
an adapted car.” 


“Government should also use 
its immense power of 
influence to build a 
fair and just society 
which encourages peo- 
ple with disabilities to 
live active and fulfilling lives —a 
very basic human right of all 
citizens.” 
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Raymond Baxter. 


@ Installation often within days for 
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Or write to Stannah Stairlifts Ltd: Dept 45, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 
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CONSERVATIVE 

“We do not believe in giving 
wide ranging and _ ill-defined 
‘rights’ to disabled people. Such 
rights would be hard to enforce 
and expensive to implement. A 
Civil Rights Commission would 
cost an estimated £51 million a 
year to run. Expenditure would 
be better used helping carers, 
paying for mobility or working 
costs, rather than subsidising 
expensive legal battles. 

“We will not reinstate the 
Mobility Component of Dis- 
ability Living Allowance 
because it is not right to pay 
people twice from public funds 
as extra mobility costs are no 
longer applicable in hospital. 

“We are constantly examining 
eligibility for | Attendance 
Allowance and Disability Liv- 
ing Allowance. Steps to help 
disabled people into work are 
legion. (See below.) 

“We recognise the importance 
of respite care which the Govern- 
ment encourages local authori- 
ties to provide as part of 


community care. We have 
improved the terms of Invalid 

Care Allowance, eg the amount 
carers can earn without affecting 
their benefit has risen five-fold 
since 1990. We will continue to 
examine how support for carers 
can be strengthened. 

“We encourage private per- 
sonal pensions and have ensured 
that pensioners’ incomes have 
risen by 60 per cent in real terms 
since 1979. We are spending 
£1.2 billion a year extra on 
poorer pensioners. Creating a 


minimum income of £125 per 


week would retard not advance 
this process and would cost at 
least £4.3 billion a year. 

“While adequate provision 
must always be available for those 
who are unable to meet the cost 
of their care, the principal 


responsibility for social care must 
rest with the individual citizen.” 
Mr Burt could not comment on 
the contents of the manifesto. 


TOM CLARKE 


Labour | 


“We support comprehensive, 
enforceable, civil rights for dis- 


THE NUFFIELD FOUNDATION 
VISCOUNT NUFFIELD AUXILIARY FUND 
MAKING TECHNOLOGY WORK FOR 
DISABLED PEOPLE 


People with disabilities are more readily given aids and 
equipment to help overcome their impairments than the 
necessary support to enable them to use the aids and 
equipment quickly and with ease. The Nuffield Foundation is 
therefore offering grants to organisations with ideas for 
projects investigating, adapting or demonstrating a way of 
using existing equipment more effectively. Packages for 
training the user will be eligible for support, as will the 
evaluation of the use of existing equipment. Applications are 
invited in two areas: learning and communication aids and 
mobility aids. The grants cannot be used to help individuals 
buy or adapt equipment, and projects which mainly benefit an 
institution should indicate the ways in which the results of the 
work will be made more generally known. The sum available 
is £133,000. In 1996 nine grants were made, ranging from 
£4,700 to £22,735. The closing date is 1 April 1997. 


Further details may be obtained by writing to: 


The Nuffield Foundation, 28 Bedford Square, London WC1B 
3EG; or by telephone: 


Application form/information sheet: 0171-580 7434 


Queries/additional information: 0171-631 0566. 


Please quote reference VNAF/AW 


abled people against discrimi- 
nation in society or at work, 
developed in partnership with 
all interested parties. We see the 
disability agenda as one of both 
rights and opportunities and 
Tony Blair has made clear that 
increasing opportunities for 
everyone will be our top prior- 
ity in government. One of our 
first priorities will be to estab- 
lish a Disability Rights Com- 
mission to advise ministers. 

“On the social care side, we 
will seek to build on the pio- 
neering work already done in 
promoting independent living 
and direct payments for dis- 
abled people. 

“Large parts of the Disability 
Discrimination Act are likely to 
be amended by an incoming 
Labour government. 

“We intend to include carers 
in local consultations to draw 
up Community Care plans 
which determine the services 
provided by the local councils 
and the NHS. 

“As far as pensioners in gen- 
eral are concerned, the basic 
state pension will remain non- 
means tested and we will intro- 
duce a new Pension Entitlement 
to tackle pensioner poverty We 
will also ensure the opportunity 
of a second tier pension 
through new Stakeholder Pen- 
sion schemes whilst retaining 
SERPS as an option. 

“We plan to review eligibility 
criteria causing the greatest 
problems [for benefits including 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA), Attendance Allowance 
and Incapacity Benefit] and we 


The disability spokespeople outline their aims and belli 


will also review the cuts to the 
mobility component of DLA. 

“We will review the current 
targets in government and work 
with broadcasters, interested 
parties and the broadcasting 
industry regulators to ensure as 
great a proportion of pro- 
grammes are accessible to deaf 
people as possible. 

“We will, of course, continue 
to provide free hearing aids to 
those who need them.” 


LIZ LYNNE 


Swe 


7 iheral 
Democrats 


“The Liberal Democrats are 
committed to the introduction 
of full civil rights legislation 
and the establishment of a 
Human Rights Commission 
which would monitor and 
enforce _anti-discrimination 
legislation for disabled peo- 
ple. 

“They are vital in fighting dis- 
crimination in the workplace 
and ensuring that public trans- 
port, education and training are 
more accessible to blind and par- 


efs to DN 


tially sighted people. 

“We would replace the Dis- 
ability Living Allowance with a 
Disablement Costs Allowance. 


The new benefit would be | 
designed to compensate people | 


for the costs of their disability. 
“The Government’s  argu- 
ments for removing Mobility 
Component were very weak 
and this is why we opposed its 
plans. It should be reinstated. 
“The Access to Work budget 
should at least be maintained. 


“Liberal Democrats are com-* 
mitted to introducing a total - 
‘state pension based on two 


elements — a basic state pen- 
sion, equivalent to the current 
pension, which would be uni- 
versal and uprated in line with 
prices. 

“There would also be an 
additional element paid to 
those in greatest need which 
would be indexed to average 
earnings. 

“We would create an indepen- 
dent inspectorate for residential 
and nursing homes, with pub- 
lished codes of practice and the 
power to close homes that fall 
short of required standards. 

“The merger of health and 
social services would stop peo- 
ple falling through the net. 
Social services should, wher- 
ever possible, provide a hand- 
up to independence. It is vital 
that the over-65s are eligible for 
community care direct pay- 
ments. 

“Liberal Democrats would 
introduce a proper carer’s benefit 
and increase respite care facili- 
ties.” 


What have the Conservatives given 
us? A guide to the last five years 


1992 


@ Further and Higher Educa- 
tion Act put a duty on Local 
Education Authorities (LEAs) 
and Further Education Funding 
Council to consider the needs of 
people with learning difficulties 
in securing further education. 

@ Disability Living Allowance 
introduced to give benefit to 
more than 500,000 less severely 
disabled people unable to qual- 
ify under old rules. 

@ Disability Working Allow- 
ance introduced to give extra 
help to disabled workers on low 
incomes. 

® Building regulations changed 
to require all new, non-domestic 
buildings to be accessible. 


1993 


@ Education Act requires LEAs 
to provide special needs children 
with mainstream school places. 

@ Funding for TECs to provide 
local training for severely dis- 


abled people as an alternative to 
residential care. 

@ Road Traffic (Driving Instruc- 
tion by Disabled Persons) Act 
passed to allow disabled people 
to become driving instructors. 


1994 


@ Access to Work scheme intro- 
duced to give equipment and 
assistance to disabled people in 
employment.’ 

®@ Educational Code of Practice 
introduced to help schools, 
LEAs and related services to 
provide an integrated service. 


1995 


@ Disability Discrimination Act 
makes it illegal for disabled peo- 
ple to be discriminated against 
by employers with more than 20 
employees and gives a right of 
access to goods and services. 
Schools and colleges are obliged 
to give better information about 
facilities to disabled students 


and the Transport Secretary is 
now able to set minimum access 
standards for public transport. 
Other clauses to be phased in. 
® Government gave £11.5m to 
London Dial A Ride services. 


1996 


@ The Community Care (Direct 
Payments) Act passed to enable 
local authorities to make cash 
payments to some disabled peo- 
ple in lieu of services. 

@ Wheelchair voucher scheme 
introduced to give more choice 
to wheelchair users. 

@ Access to Work budget inc- 
reased to £19m. Scheme now 
meets 100 per cent of costs for 
unemployed; employers meet 
first £300 per year for present 
employees and 20 per cent of 
costs above that. 

@ Schools Access Initiative makes 
£10m available to improve access 
to mainstream schools. 

This is not a complete list. 


eer EE eee eee 


Disabilitywow March 1997 


Election special 11 


DN speaks to disabled people at three marginal seats in the UK 


| 


Liz Lynne, the Liberal Demo- 


| crat spokesperson on_ social 
| security and disability, had a 
| majority of 1,839 over Labour in 


| the 1992 election. She is widely 
} respected among disabled peo- 


} ple in Rochdale as someone who 


| fights for their rights. 


But can she fight off the chal- 


lenge this time from Labour 


candidate Lorna Fitzsimons? 

Doris Lord, 75, chair of the 
Access Planning Group Rochdale, 
will be voting Labour. 

“The most tragic thing that 
the Government did was not let- 
ting the civil rights Bill go 
through,” she said. 


She does not think the Disabil- 
ity Discrimination Act and 
National Disability Council 
will do much good, and adds: 
“In Rochdale it is difficult to get 
anywhere. There are no dropped 
floor buses or buses with lifts.” 

Safia Hussein (below) has 
three disabled children with 
eS and learning disabili- 

ties. She previ- 


ously voted 
Conservative 
but is  unde- 


] cided this time. 

She wants to see better Gov- 
ernment funding of local coun- 
cils. “Everything you ask for, 


such as the downstairs showers 
we wanted, takes a long time 
and they always say there is a 
lack of money. 

“I want more respite care. You 
only get it for a short time and 
can’t get any in emergencies.” 

Stephen Jones, 44, is visually 
impaired and also on the 
Access Planning Group. He is 
an undecided voter: “I am not 
sure whether Labour would 
introduce full civil rights. They 
talk about it, but talk is cheap. 

“Now that the Government 
has introduced an employer 
contribution under the Access 
to Work Scheme it puts employ- 


/Rochdale respects Lynne 


ers off taking on disabled peo- 
ple even more than before.” 

His wife Kathy, 36, is unde- 
cided how to vote. “The candi- 
dates come round canvassing 
for your vote 
but when you 
ask them for 
information in 
an accessible 
form they have 


a problem.” 
Philip Howard, 27, will prob- 


ably vote Labour. “I have to 
travel to college in an ambu- 
lance. I hate it. I want the same 
things other people my age 
want. I want accessible transport 


Liz Lynne MP 


and access to buildings.” 

Sarah Loach, 84, (left) said: “I 
have been going to our local day 
centre for ten years and I have 
never seen it like it is today — 
there are half the helpers and 
half the kitchen staff. Govern- 
ment cuts spoil everything. 

“Liz Lynne comes round to 
our Age Concern meetings and 
has a chinwag with us all.” 


Bristol MP finds little Support 14 years on 


Conservative MP Michael Stern 
has held the Bristol North West 
seat for 14 years, winning the 
1992 election by just 45 votes. 
Back in 1987 he had a majority 
of 6,952 — the highest ever for 
the seat. 

His list of interests in the 
House of Commons. include 
“mental handicap” and _ he 
believes the views of disabled 
people are very important. But 
he says he will not be cam- 
paigning on any issues relating 
to them because “That’s not my 
style of politics.” 

Mr Stern added: “I do get 


involved in legal issues involv- 


Ipswich 


Jamie Cann MP 


Labour MP Jamie Cann has 
held his Ipswich seat since 1992 
with a majority of 265. 

He has intervened on behalf of 
many disabled people who had 
problems claiming Disability 
Living Allowance and visits the 
town’s Disability Awareness 
Group meetings. 

“IT was involved in Tom 
Clarke’s campaign to end dis- 
crimination in employment and 
I welcome the DDA but believe 
it does not go far enough. 

“J will fight for better access to 
public buildings. Disabled peo- 
ple’s issues are important and I 
would encourage them to keep 


ing groups of disabled people 
and I am backing the family 
of a girl suffering from cere- 
bral palsy who will suffer 
unless the housing depart- 
ment agrees to adaptations to 
their house.” 

Some of his disabled con- 
stituents believe that Mr Stern’s 
party has done very little for 
them. 

Gillian Evans, 
50, (left) said: 
“The Govern- 
ment says the 
amount of benefit you get can 
give you a normal life, but it is so 
little that it’s just not possible. 


switch? 


the pressure up — there are a lot 
of Parliamentarians who will 
listen.” 

Most disabled constituents 
who spoke to DN said they 
were likely to support Labour 
rather than the Tory candidate 
Stephen Castle. 

Brian Hammond, 49, said: 
“Things have improved but not 
as fast as most people would 
have liked. I see the DDA as a 
step backwards and hope an 
incoming Government would 
review it. 

“Jamie Cann has shown an 
interest in disabled people. I am 
inclined to vote 
for him although 
I have not com- 
pletely decided.” 

Cecil Long, 49, 
said: “Life is a 
continuing struggle for disabled 
people. You have to fight for 
everything. Things haven't 
improved under the Tories. I 
would vote for Labour.” 

Chris Killick, 33, (above) said: 
“If the Labour Party would 


a 
Michael Stern MP 


“Accessible transport is the 
most important thing for me, 
but there isn’t any in Bristol, 
even though it wouldn’t cost 
much.” 


commit itself to full civil rights 
it would get in because of the 
six million disabled people who 
would vote for it. 

“A new Government should 
repeal the DDA. Although I 
haven’t got much faith in 
Labour, I will not vote Conser- 
vative.” 

Madeleine 
Pye, 42, (right) 
said: “Things 
are improving. 
Having some- 
one like Ann 
Begg in Parliament must ae a 
difference. 

“The next Government 
should go and meet disabled 
people and there should be a 
disability awareness day which 
all MPs should spend in a 
wheelchair. 

“If Jamie Cann were an inde- 
pendent MP he would have my 
vote, but I’m unsure about 
Labour. I’m disillusioned with 
both parties.” 

David Burgess, 62, said: “I think 
that the Government has done a 
great deal with the DLA and 
Motability scheme. It’s not enough 
but I will vote Conservative.” 


She also criti- 
cised the Dis- 
a: Di era. 
Discrimination 
= ACC we. ItSam as 
good as useless because shops 
are still making excuses for 
being inaccessible.” 

Rose Williams, 73, (above) 
said: “The Government never 
consult us, but it would save 
them a lot of money if they did.” 

Labour candidate Douglas 
Smith appears to be keeping a 
low profile. 

Beryl Richardson, 75, said she 
did not know who was standing 
against Mr Stern. 


“You would have thought they 
would send us some informa- 
tion; but they haven’t” she said. 

Rodney Horne, 54, and wife 
Jean, (below) said they 


would both be voting Labour. 


Mr Horne said: “The Conser- 
atives have done nothing for dis- 
abled people and my quality of 
life has not improved in the last 
few years.” 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


= arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


. Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


high & low 
back pain 


hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


eine cma 
Png, ame 
ee aes 4 


AN 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE 
colour brochure 
| Shon 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


y | CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


..the rest comes naturally 


DN3/97 
Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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12 Parent’s voice 


‘We need a Ministry 
for Disabled People 


lan Mackintosh 
believes something 
must be done 
urgently to sort out 
the ‘fearful mess’ of 
piecemeal policies 
and practice 


With an election looming, the 
time is again ripe to raise the 
matter of a Ministry for Dis- 
abled People. 

As the father of a seriously 
disabled little girl, I would like 
to have a say, because personal 
experience has convinced my 
wife and I that something badly 
needs to be done to sort out 
what has become a fearful mess. 

Various departments are all 
singing to slightly (sometimes 
grossly) different hymn sheets, 
taking advice (sometimes not) 
from the myriad of special 
institutions trying to do good, 
and an army of specialists often 
convinced (but sometimes 
endearingly unsure) that they 
alone hold the key to improving 
the lot of disabled people. 

Take equipment. Quite 
properly, the state plays a vital 
role in providing special-needs 
equipment. But, except for bog- 
standard items, which ministry 
— if any— will give the required 
support can be a lottery. 

We have been trying for about 
two years to get financial 
support to provide Saskia with 
a “walker”. This device 
(occasionally available on loan) 
has no pedals, but Saskia can 


Time off from the frustrations: playing with Saskia 


sit astride it and propel herself 
about a bit. 

It is not a motorised wheelchair 
(not needed yet), which, no 
doubt, the NHS would provide, 
funds allowing. Nor is it a 
tricycle (which she cannot 


pedal) in which case social 
services would probably oblige 


in the interest of her “mobility”. 


But a “walker”, which would 
certainly assist her to learn to 
walk and give her enhanced 
mobility, seems to reside in 


Barclays services for 
disabled customers 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 


commitment to customer service — 


for everyone. 


For a copy of our leaflet detailing 


our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 


BARCLAYS 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Registered in London, England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH. 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). 


ALISON VINA 


some kind of limbo—a 
ministerial no-man’s land, 
copiously carpeted with letters 
and memos, one to the other, 
explaining why it is not coming 
out of their budget. 

Then there is the matter of 
schooling. Saskia is relatively 
lucky, living where she does, 
since the Westminster local 
education authority (LEA) has 
an enlightened approach to 
supporting disabled children. 

She gets funding for attending 
a special school which 
combines conductive education 
with the national curriculum, 
and is provided each school day 
with transport and an escort. 

But a little boy we know who 
lives in nearby Lambeth has 
failed — even after an appeal to 
which we contributed evidence 
—to get anything like the same 
level of support. 

Geographical disparities of 
this kind are not only ludicrous 
but grossly inefficient, 
absorbing the time and effort 
of parents and officials, to say 
nothing of the despair engendered 
in parents who lose out. 

But it gets worse. Each LEA 
has — indeed, seems to be 
encouraged by central 
government to have — its own 
approach to providing special- 
needs education facilities. 

In county A, the strategy 
might be to equip some 
mainstream schools to take 
disabled children — ramps, 
therapists, and so forth. But 
county B may feel it is better to 
provide funds for a special 


school which can handle a wide 
range of disabilities, thus 
concentrating resources and 
expertise in one place. 

So where you live (or in many 
cases where you work) 
determines the kind of 
educational facilities your 
disabled child will be offered. 

Concerned parents who have 
become convinced of the 
correct course of development 
and education for their child 
had better choose their home 
and LEA accordingly, or let the 
child suffer the consequences. 

Now all of this is clearly 
nonsense. While the principle 
of “subsidiarity” is sound and 
can be applied just as well to 
regional as to national 
government where expenditure 
is primarily local, when it 
comes to the treatment of — 
disabilities there are no experts, 
no-one knows for sure what is 
right for any particular child 
and the “best” approach may 
change with time, for example, 
as a child develops and grows. 

The nation as a whole must 
take responsibility for 
providing the full range of 
services which disabled people 
need, by constructing common 
guidelines, strategies, funding 
principles, etc. 

In short, we need a Ministry 
for Disabled People with a 
national remit, able to put 
together a coherent set of 
policies and given enough 
Treasury funding to provide 
facilities, services and 
equipment at local level. 

Naturally, it will not be cheap 
— not, that is, in the short run. 
But the better a nation looks 
after its disabled children, the 
less of a burden — financial and 
emotional — they are likely to 
be when grown-up. 

In our case, we hope the 
therapies and education Saskia 
continues to get — God and the 
LEA willing — will give her the 
ability to function productively 
using 21st Century computer 
tools. If so, it will have been 
partly through an effective 
working partnership between 
her parents and intelligent, 
informed officials. 

I hope soon to see them all 
employed to even better effect 
in a single Ministry serving the 
needs of all disabled people. 


Professor lan Mackintosh is 
director of the European Foun- 
dation for Technical Innova- 
tion, University College, 
London. 
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Look no further than a Brotherwood Conversion 
for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Nissan Serena |.6 ee Diesel from£20,0 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 
181MM (78IN) 


Rf 2 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 1420MM nh de 
Zh 


ee 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500MM (59N)} 
INTERIOR HEADROOM 1550MM (6IIN) | = 
Si 


We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies MkI and MkII, with full parts and 
labour warrantee. Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 


~¥- BROT: THE WOOD 


ALU SOM yOn.B Eh Li MEP RAaTScESD 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett,’Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP * Telephone: 01935 872603 * Fax: 01935 872853 


Disabilitynow March 1997 


14 Comment 


tt ee 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


Foolish to feel ashamed 


Recent letters in Share Your 
Problems have asked how dis- 
abled people could call them- 
selves “proud” to be disabled. 
Can I make some suggestions? 

First, many of us would 
distinguish between our impair- 
ments, which are medical 
issues, and our identity as 
disabled people. 

Being disabled means 
belonging to a social group 
which faces discrimination and 
prejudice in society. It is these 
social and political restrictions 
which cause most of our 
problems and which we are 
campaigning to remove. 

We are proud because we are 
part of a group of people who 
are strong, support each other 
and achieve great things. It is 
this collective of resistance that 
helps us survive as individuals, 
and makes us glad to be 
disabled people. We realise that 
the problem does not reside in 
us; it resides in society, and so 
we are able to feel positive 


about ourselves and our bodies. 


For some people, being 
disabled means turning into 
different sorts of people: for 
instance, men might become 


less macho and more sensitive. 
It may open up new 
opportunities — in sports, in 
disability arts, as trainers or 
organisers or activists. It 
certainly may mean making 
new friends. 

For others, like myself, who 
have always been disabled, we 
have nothing to compare 
ourselves to and so we are 
proud of our achievements in 
work or family life. It would be 
foolish always to feel ashamed 
of who we are. 

None of this is to minimise 
the pains and problems that 
having an impairment brings. 
Instead, it is about celebrating 
our achievements, and working 
to make being disabled less 
restrictive and, ultimately, 
about empowering ourselves. 

And it is about remembering 
that many of the major figures 
in human history — from 
Roosevelt to Cole Porter, from 
Proust to Plath, from Hawking 
to Handel to Harriet Tubman — 
were themselves disabled 
people. I think that’s something 
to be proud of too. 
Tom Shakespeare 
Gateshead 


How about 
Spastics 
bubble bath? 


I have the condition scoliosis — 
a severe spinal curvature which 
pushes the body into awful 
deformity. This creates breath- 
ing difficulties, heart and 
mobility problems. Life expect- 
ancy is much reduced and as 
the vertabrae fuse together the 
pain levels become unbearable. 

As a child I went through hell 
every time The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame was shown on 
television. I have walked into 
classrooms to find blackboard 
drawings of a hunchback (HB) 
with my name written beneath. 

Now, as the millenium 
approaches, I find myself once 
again suffering the stares and 
whispers of children who have 
seen the film. 

The final straw was to go 
Christmas shopping in my 
wheelchair and be confronted 
by bold signs advertising HB 
bubble baths, HB soap sets, etc. 
I was so upset that I went home 
empty-handed. 

My point is that the film and 
the merchandising are discrim- 
inatory and offensive towards 
people suffering from scoliosis. 
Do you see Spastics bubble bath 
or Downs Syndrome soap sets? 

I wrote to Disney Studios in 
the USA but they didn’t bother 
to reply. 

Can we stop this happening 
please? 

Mrs L J Carpenter 
Keresley, Coventry 


spice Girl 
dancing 


by Marigold Hope 


Late one night, my flatmates 
and I made our answerphone 
message. Loudly and out of 
tune we sang the Spice Girls’ 
song: “Tell me what you want, 
what you really want, Oh, tell 
me what you: want”, etc. 

Pll tell you what I want: not 
another term like the last one. I 
felt very unhinged. I went out 
too much, did too many extra 
curricula activities, had flat and 
boyfriend problems, bad 
insomnia and poor grades as a 
result. I went home at 
Christmas hating Edinburgh. 

Since then, I have made some 
changes and things have 
improved. I’ve dropped most of 
my outside activities to give 
myself more space, although I 
go to meditation classes led by 
a Scottish Buddhist. 

Being relaxed has never been 
my forte. When I meditate, I 
become acutely aware of my leg 
pain. 

Too often I break the treaty I 
made with myself, whereby I 
recognise the restrictions that 
my legs put on what I can do, 
and the warfare between me 
and my legs continues. I 
instinctively want to run 
around. I feel free. I’m like the 
cavalry. It is not my legs that are 
doing the running, dancing, 


Phone now for your free copy of the 
JMC Rehab Ltd. catalogue 


Covering a wide range of healthcare and 
self-help equipment, the catalogue includes: 


“At last an exhibition to rival Naidex” 
BBC2 From the Edge, November 1996 


Bathing Aids 

Dining Aids 

Nursing Aids 

Walking Aids 

Patient Transfer Equipment 


Footwear 


For your free, full colour catalogue please 
telephone on Freecall 0500 221 222. 


JMC Rehab Ltd. 
1 Hogg Street 
Airdrie 
LANARKSHIRE 
ML6 9JH 


Tel: 01236 764874 
Fax: 01236 765828 
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INFODEX 


THE event for disabled people, older 
people and carers. 


AT 


The Imperial War Museum, Duxford, 
Cambs (Junction 10, M11) 


April 24th-25th 1997 10am-5pm 


& 


The Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcs 


June 25th-26th 1997 10am-5pm 


Free admission * Accessible facilities * 
Ample free parking 


Organised by: INFODEX, Adbaston, 
Ixworth Road, Honington, Suffolk IP31 
1QX, tel: 01359 268614/fax: 01359 
268666 


standing or stair climbing. But 
when I stop, my legs retaliate, 
invading me with pain. Will I 
resolve this battle? I think 
meditating is a start. 

Many people I know have 
been having flat problems. I 
thought not living with my 
close friends would work. My 
flatmates are warm people. It’s 
just that I discovered they are 
completely different to me. 

Because they are all best 
friends, doing the same course 
as each other, and everything 
else together too, I began to 
feel lonely. I tried to join in 
with them. They got me to do 
Spice Girl dancing with them, 
but my heart was not in it. I 
could not become the tv ~ 
addict, lottery loving Spice Girl 
that they wanted me to be. 

A tense unspoken subtext 
started whenever I was with 
any of them. I ended up 
“hiding away” in my bedroom, 
or going to friends’ houses. I 
decided to move out, but the 
only nice places were inaccessible. 

Last week I confronted my 
flatmates and we talked things 
through. I wish I had done it 
sooner. My flat feels like home 
now. I’m going to live with my 
close friends next year, but I’m 
glad I didn’t move out. 

Things are not totally resolved 
with my ex-boyfriend yet. After 
nine intense months, daily phone 
calls and rendezvous, it is hard 
to let go. I know the heartbreak 
will ease. And as my flatmates 
would say: “Girl Power”. 


A smell too far? 

Looking through Kirton 
Healthcare’s multi-sensory cat- 
alogue, full of wonderful ways 
to stimulate children and adults 
in sensory environments, DN 
came across a reminiscence 
pack “particularly suitable for 
use with the elderly”. Christ- 
mas sounded promising — a 
heady mix of fir, mulled wine 
and roast turkey, maybe. But 
The Black Range, The Old 
Teapot, Washday, Hospital? 
Would they appeal to you? 


Post modern 

Good to see that Disability 
Scotland used the “positive 
about disabled people” logo in 
its recent ad for a “Post — 
Director”. What was more, the 
salary started at 333,234. 
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...out pioneering 
services face many 
problems, Anita 

| Loring found 


The long sand-choked road 
lined with dwellings, shops and 
strips of cultivated land sud- 
denly opened out into a square, 
and there was Al Amal (Hope 
City). It is in Khan Younis, a 
large town at the southern end 
of the Gaza Strip. 

Built by the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society, Al Amal is the 
brainchild of Dr Fathi Arafat, 
brother of Yasser Arafat, 
Palestine’s president. 

It is no ordinary centre for 
people with disabilities. It houses 
a concert hall, swimming pool, 
two restaurants, a hotel, a folk- 
lore museum and artists’ studios 
as well as assessment rooms, 
school rooms, workshops and 
two emergency operating 
theatres with intensive care beds. 
The land outside will have 
outdoor recreation facilities. 


Hope: Dr Arafat and Anita Loring 


Although building work is 
not quite finished, so eager was 
everyone to get started that the 
| schoolrooms are already 
| operating and the craft 
workshops are in full swing. 

How many disabled people 
there are in Gaza is unknown. 
Over 750,000 people live in a 
strip 25 miles long and as little 
as four miles wide in places. 
With a high birth rate (about 
40,000 deliveries a year), it is 
estimated that one fifth of the 
babies will have cerebral palsy, 
due to consanguinity (marriage 
between first cousins is common) 
or because they are premature. 

Birth control needs urgent 
attention. Once a Muslim 
couple marry they are expected 
to produce numerous children 
and, if they don’t, their 
relatives and neighbours 
wonder why. It is common to 
meet a woman in her early 30s 
with 10 children or more. 

By contrast to Hope City, the 
Child Development Centre in 
Gaza City, founded in 1986 by 
the Benevolent Society for the 
Gaza Strip, now faces serious 
funding problems. The Palest- 
inian family behind the society 
has money problems of its 
own. Trained staff have had to 


Hopes dashed? Physio for children at the Gaza City centre faces cuts 


leave and when we visited in 
December there were only two 
physios facing a long line of 
mothers and children. 
Palestinian land is still 
surrounded by Israeli controlled 
land and not easy to visit. When 
I was there, Gaza had only two 
entry points, and our papers 
were heavily scrutinised. There 
is nearly a mile of no man’s 
land between one check point 
and the next. Gaza’s Minister 
of Public Relations said that 
during a recent skirmish 1,700 
people died in 72 hours because 


ANITA LORING 


they could not reach medical 
care due to checkpoint delays. 

I saw Palestinian rehab experts 
from the West Bank visiting Hope 
City for a meeting who had to 
rush off the day after because 
their “passes” expired at noon. 

If professionals had freedom 
to travel to support each other 
and exchange information, it 
would go a long way towards 
helping to develop services. 


Anita Loring is secretary gen- 
eral of The International Cere- 
bral Palsy Society (ICPS). 


1996 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 


Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 


Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 


The IP+ has won two prestigious awards in recognition of its 
unique design and function: 
The Prince of Wales Award for Innovation and The Queen’s Award 
for Technological Achievement. 


THE QUEEN’S AWARD FOR 
TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


Order the Intelligent Prosthesis Plus by contacting the Blatchford 
Sales Department on 01256 465771. 


International 15 


Can anyone give hope to teenager Hannan Jaafreh, who has learn- 
ing difficulties? Her Palestinian family is poor, her mother is sick. 
They live in Jerusalem. She was found caged and living “like an ani- 
mal” at her home because no one would take responsibility for her 
care. Just before Christmas, the Israeli social welfare office placed her 
in a centre costing £1,100 a month. But only for six months. DN and 
ICPS are campaigning for her long-term support. Please phone DN 


on 0171-636 5020 or ICPS on 0181-995 5721. 


AWAD AWAD/OBSERVER 


The Intelligent 
Prosthesis Plus 


The award winning lower limb prosthesis only from Endolite 
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THE PRINCE OF WALES 
AWARD 


For Innovation 


Winner 1996 
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The Taxibus Centre 


RED NISSAN MINIBUSES 


pps OOO B It Ge8s tea, 


£13495 


BRAND NEW MAZDA & p REGIST 
i ci 
Designed & built to your spe apes 
UK's leading 
yi St escpecialsts- 


conversi 
oa = . itie 
MAZDA TAXIBUS NISSAN TAXIBUS 
° 9 seater ¢ 8 seater 
¢ Wheelchair access ° Wheelchair friendly 


* Optional hydraulic hide-away lift 

* Choice of 2.0 litre petrol and 2.2 litre 
diesel engines ¢ Stereo radio/cassette 

* Power steering © Central locking ° 3 year/60,000 miles Nissan 

* 3 year/60,000 miles Mazda warranty warranty . 

¢ All-round safety belts * All-round safety belts 


CONTACT MALCOLM OR ARTHUR ON 01509 610267 
OR AFTER HOURS MALCOLM ON 01509 673401 


*), ILKESTON CO-OP MOTOR GROUP 
} —— WINNERS — 


of the prestigious 
UK Motor Industry award for 


CUSTOMER CARE 


KES 7 Lowghborongerms 3 
Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 


Clarence Street, Loughborough, Leicestershire 


¢ 2.3 diesel engine 
Power steering 
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Hayley Kerr on 
ways to brighten up 
your nine-to-five 


Yasmin Jeelaniworks as respite 
care manager of the Disability 
Alliance Centre at Central 
Middlesex Hospital. Her var- 
ied job means that she needs 
clothes that are comfortable as 
well as smart. 

When we arrived she had on a 
traditional ‘shalwar kamiz’ ina 
stunning green, which has the 
added bonus of being an all-in- 
one outfit, doing away with the 
need to shop for separates. 

Yasmin, who has had polio, 
prefers to wear long dresses and 
skirts. At 4ft 10in, finding skirts 
that are the right length can be 
difficult. But she rated the long 
navy dress from Next’s Petite 
range very comfortable (see 
below), and found the shorter 
length indigo skirt from Marks 


All in a day’s 
work (left): Tim 
looks smart in a 
white shirt 
(cotton, Next, 
£21.99), flame tie 
(silk, Marks and 
Spencer £10) and 
suit trousers 
(polyester/ wool, 
Next, £89.99). 

A working 
wardrobe (right): 
Yasmin wears a 
navy dress (vis- 
cose, Next, 
£39.99), honey 
jacket (wool, 
Laura Ashley, 
£110) and scarf 
(polyester, 
Marks & 
Spencer, £10) 


GARDENING Is every- 
thing in your garden 
rosy? Tips for a 
blooming good summer. 


& Spencer to be “just the right 
length” (bottom right). 

Yasmin really enjoyed mod- 
elling and thought it was a 
great way to try out new clothes 
without going shopping. 

As an administrative officer 
at the Department of 
Education and Employment’s 
Employment Service, Tim 
Honnor has to follow the 
Department’s strict dress 
guidelines. A collar and tie is 
the norm, but we thought we’d 
introduce some more colourful 
examples. 

Tim has hemiplegia in his 
right side, and chooses shirts 
where he can get his right hand 
through the cuff without undo- 
ing the buttons. Of all our 
colour combinations, he espe- 
cially liked the blue shirt and 
yellow tie (above right centre), 
but his favourite item had to be 


the orange flame tie from 
Marks & Spencer (left). 


DIY What’s new at the Ideal 
Home Exhibition? 


MY FAVOURITE WALK 
Another reader shares their 
perfect place. 


RICA REPORT 


Emergency alarms. 


PEN POWER How to 


complain and get results. 


Plus the best news, views, jobs 
and offers. On sale 2 April. 


Yasmin catches up with some p 
blouse (silk, Laura Ashley, £35) 
Marks & Spencer, £85) and pat 
Spencer, £7). 

Walking and talking (below): Y 
red shirt (modal/polyester, Nex 
Marks & Spencer, £32) 
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A shirt and tie needn’t be 
dull. Tim brings colour into 
his life with an orange shirt 
(cotton, Marks & Spencer, 
£27) and purple tie (silk, 
C&A, £9), blue shirt (cot- 
ton, Next, £24.99) and gold 
tie (silk, Marks & Spencer, 
£10) and green shirt (cotton, 
Marks & Spencer, £27) and 
orange tie (silk, Marks & 
Spencer, £10) 
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the Ni 


the care professional 


The Triton T1O0E, one of the UK’s most 
popular electric showers, has been 
specially adapted for the care market. 


It incorporates features care professionals 
themselves have identified as essential. 


There’s an easy-grip sprayhead bracket so 
changing the sprayhead height and angle 
is quick and simple, plus 
we’ve incorporated an 


extra-long reinforced 


JAMIE FACER hose and riser rail to 


accommodate both 
disabled and elderly 
people. Control buttons 


(above): She wears an ivory 

cket (polyester/modal, — 

BE ponester, as ce are large and easy to use 

lee oo —— og and we’ve added an 

; ee an ge ie oe: Large push eS ; extended temperature 

4 em oa Deere : button controls lever which is particularly 
oe useful for people with 

arthritic hands. 


The T1OOE care product 
has everything you’d hope to 
see in a care sector shower. 
Contact Triton now for 
further details of the 


Extended temperature | 
control lever ff - | shower that’s perfectly 


focused on your needs. 


Telephone the a. 
Triton Sales Offi Ce — ames 


on 01203 324470 


for more information. 


AE TR Hee eB 


M 
ty 
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; 
a Extra length riser rail 

ee & reinforced hose — 

THE POWER BEHIND 
3H THE SHOWER 


Triton Plc, Shepperton Park, Caldwell Road, Nuneaton, Warwickshire. CV11 4NR Tel: (01203) 344441 Fax: (01203) 349828 
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Mandy Watmore and husband Ray found 
paradise on a tour of southern Africa 


They say Zimbabwe is Africa’s 
paradise. Having just spent 18 
wonderful days in this truly 
wild paradise we can whole- 
heartedly agree. 

My husband Ray has been a 
T10/11 paraplegic for the last 
30 years. We have never 
ventured very far but having 
won a holiday for two ina 
competition, we decided to 
accept the challenge of a safari. 

We took a British Airways 
night flight to Harare economy 
class, which was a most 
uncomfortable ten-hour flight. 

Our first stop was a one-night 
stay at a Cresta Jameson Hotel. 


The room was excellent but the 
door of the ensuite bathroom 
could not be closed with the 
wheelchair inside. It did, 
however, have excellent service 
and two large lifts. 

We flew Air Zimbabwe to 
Kariba. All transfers on the 
small plane were manual but 
everyone was so helpful and 
caring that we did not lose the 
wheelchair once. 

Kariba has the famous Kariba 
Dam which created Lake 
Kariba — literally a man-made 
ocean 280km long and 
approximately 60km wide—a 
boundary between Zimbabwe 


and Zambia. The shoreline 
abounds with game. The 
waters are home to large herds 
of hippos and many species of 
fish. 

From Kariba it is a 15-minute 
air hop to Tiger Bay, a safari 
resort at the mouth of the 
Ume River. Prior notice 
resulted in us getting the 
honeymoon suite! Level brick 
paths were everywhere and 
there was level access to the 
swimming pool. The open- 
ended bedroom meant we sat 
in bed watching the sun rise 
over the distant hills, listening 
to the hippos. 

Our first safari was on water. 
The landrover appeared and 
Ray was carried from this to 


An African village north of 
Kariba (left) and (right) baby 
elephants wallow in Lake 
Kariba 


the back jetty. The car was met 
by the boat and Ray was lifted 
on board. 

While on the trip we saw 
hippos, elephants, zebra, 
koedoe, water buffalo and 
crocodiles as well as various 
birds. We returned in a sunset 
which almost set the lake on 
fire — breathtaking. 

A four-wheel drive with guide 
took us on our overland safari 
through amazing countryside 
and villages. We visited 
Victoria Falls which is, without 
doubt, one of the most 
spectacular natural wonders of 
the world. 

The Zambezi River plunges 
through a chasm 1,700m wide 
in a series of magnificent 
cataracts. All but one viewing 
point is accessible and a flat 
path runs right round. Lunch at 
the opulent, old-style colonial 
Victoria Falls Hotel afterwards 
was a special treat. 

We then stayed at Detema 
Lodge in Hwange National 
Park for two days. Ray could 
not quite get in the shower 
but everywhere else was 
accessible and the staff were 
wonderful. 


impala and wildebeest. 

Zimbabwe’s second city in the 
heart of Matabeleland was our 
final stop — a friendly, spacious 
city rich in old colonial 
buildings. It was so easy getting 
around and there was not much 
traffic. 

There is plenty to see 
including Central Parks and the 
wheelchair-friendly Museum of 
Natural History which houses 
a superb Cecil Rhodes 
exhibition. If we had stayed 
longer we certainly would have 
considered hiring a car. 


We both went on safari in the Factfile 
national park which, at The Kuoni Safari starts at 
14,000sq m, is one of South £1,229 per person. — 
Africa’s largest protected Flights to South Africa, 


Johannesburg and the internal 
one-hour flight onto Bulawayo 
cost a total of £480 per 
person. 


wilderness areas. 

The park’s network of game 
viewing roads are regularly 
crossed by herds of elephants, 


You could win a weekend break for two at 
The Mount Royal Hotel (pictured below). 
Situated in London’s West End, the 
hotel has five rooms designed for disabled 
guests. It won the 1995 Holiday Care 
Award for the most accessible bedrooms 
in the category of 20 bedrooms and over. 
Rooms have wide doors, generous turn- 
ing space, wheel-in showers and other 
facilities for disabled guests, including peo- 
ple who are hearing or visually impaired. 
The winners will stay for two nights 
including breakfast and an evening meal 
on one night. Return this form and it 
could be you! Closing date: 7 April 
1997. The first entry 
picked at random will win. 
The Mount Royal, 
tel: 0171-629 8040 


‘THE MOUNT ROYAL 


A THISTLE HOTEL 


Yes | would like to subscribe to DN and 
enter your Mount Royal prize draw. 


Individual at home address.......... £16 (12 issues) Pol 
£31 (24 issues) |_| 
Professional/organisation ........... £25 (12 issues) Pe 
£49 (24 issues) |_| 
Overseas (airmail) ...........cccccee £30 (12 issues) bal 
On Income Support................00.. Free | | 


(please include a photocopy of your entitlement notice 
or the front cover of your order book showing your name) 


Return this form with a cheque (payable 
to Disability Now) to: DN, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Ray in the ramped room at Detema Lodge 


MANDY WATMORE 


CAN BE DONE 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no further!! 


All the accommodation we recommend has been checked by one of 
our representatives. 


It’s impossible to list our full range of tours, overseas holidays, self- 
drive and adventure holidays in this limited space. 


So why not ask for our full colour brochure? 
CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 


72 BIT@A 


The British Incoming Tour Operators Association 
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Holidays 19 


Spread your wings 


of good facilities, entertainments 
and excursions and have a com- 
plete break from the day-to-day 
routines. 

Bill and Lillian Jane Wyatt are 
two satisfied customers. Lillian 
Jane needs 24-hour care. Bill, who 
is 85, was told he needed a break 
from caring by his doctor and 
Winged Fellowship’s Crabhill 


House was recommended. 

Set in the heart of the Surrey 
countryside, the centre boasts a 
swimming pool, conservatory 
and a craft room where you can 
try your hand at anything from 
oil painting to glass engraving. 

Excursions are arranged and 
there is entertainment in the 
evenings. 

During the Wyatts’ stay 
they went on day trips to 
Brighton and London. They 
enjoyed the independence they 


Alison Vina ona 
break for disabled 
people and carers 


Everybody needs a holiday, 
including carers. Winged Fel- 
lowship has five holiday centres 


your family can take advantage 


do what you wanted,” says Bill. 
“When you got there, you had 
lunch and then went your 
separate ways with your carer.” 

Bill was impressed by the 
professional care his wife was 
given. “You didn’t have to 
worry about a thing. The staff 
were all so helpful.” 

The couple are now looking 
forward to a trip to the 


Save £s on holiday cash 


offering DN readers the 
chance to buy or sell any for- 
elgn currency commission 
free. And they guarantee that 
their exchange rates will be in 
line with high street banks or 
_ better. You can also buy 
American Express foreign 
currency travellers cheques _ 
without commission. 
Thomas Exchange has been 
established in London for 19 


ak 


Dine in style at the Winged Fellowship centre in Southampton 


Changing 
holiday 
B= money can 
be expensive 
Py with high street 
banks charging a hefty 
_ commission. A bank may © 
charge 2 per cent commission. 
_ So on £500 it would take £10. 
Foreign money dealer 
xchange (no rela- 
omas Cook) is - 


years. It supplies currency to 
many banks and travel agents 
and is happy to give advice. 

So, cut out the middle man. 
Either visit its offices at 13 
Maddox Street, London, with 
a copy of this offer, or use 
their mail-order service (£4.50 
will be charged for postage). 

For more details, tel: 0171- 
493 1300. Offer open until 31 
December 1997. 


Access for all 
with 
The National Trust 


WINNER OF 1995 HOLIDAY CARE “TOURISM FOR ALL” 
AWARD FOR “BEST NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION IN THE TOURISM INDUSTRY.” 


Planning a day out? Going on holiday? Why not visit our 
historic houses and gardens or enjoy some of the beautiful 
countryside and coast that we protect in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland? You might like to try one of our adapted 
holiday cottages; a list is available, or send £1 (despatch 
cost) for a full colour brochure. 


Last 
is first 


Congratulations to Edward 
Last from Camberley (above). 
Edward’s mum, Betty, has won 
an activity holiday for two to 
Churchtown Adventure Centre 
(DN, January). She’ll be taking 
Edward, 13, who has muscular 
dystrophy. 

Betty couldn’t believe she’d 


The National Trust provides enjoyable and comfortable days 
out for its many visitors with disabilities. The necessary 
companion of a disabled member or visitor will be given free 
admission on request. 


Full access details are given in the 20th edition of the Trust's 
annual information booklet for visitors with disabilities, 
sponsored in 1997 by Barclays Bank PLC, and available also 
in large print and on tape; sections will be Brailled on 
request. Send a stamped addressed adhesive label 
(minimum postage) to: 


Valerie Wenham 


had on the days out. “You could 


won. “I’ve never won anything 
in my life” she said. But she 
was thrilled as the family 
haven’t booked a holiday this 
year. 


Dept DN 

The National Trust 

36 Queen Anne’s Gate 
London SW1H 9AS 


Southampton centre in March. 

Ceri Ager has been visiting 
the Winged Fellowship’s Jubilee 
Lodge in Essex for 11 years. 

So why does she keep going 
back? 

“The facilities are fantastic, 
the food is lovely and everybody 
looks after you there,” she says. 

Trips range from going to the 
dog tracks to ice skating — 
something Ceri has missed since 
she became disabled. 


You could win a 
seven-day break for two at a 
Winged Fellowship centre of 
your choice, subject to avail- 
ability. 

Choose between Southamp- 
ton, Redhill, Chigwell, Not- 
tingham and Southport. 

Take advantage of all the 
activities, entertainments and 
excursions included within 
the prize. 

These vary depending on 
the centre you choose. 

All meals are included. 

All the centres have 24-hour 
professional nursing and care 
staff. 

The prize is for a physically 


a break 
worth £600 


“They make a square board 
that will take a wheelchair with 
two skates underneath and 
whizz you around. I love the 
feeling of cool air. 

“For a fortnight, you get the 
chance to do things you never 
normally do. They think of 
everything possible to make life 
different.” 


For more information, 
tel: 0171-833 4579 


disabled person and carer. 

To enter, send your name 
address and telephone 
number on a postcard to: 
Disability Now Holiday 
offer, Winged Fellowship 
Trust, Angel House, 20-32 
Pentonville Road, London 
N1 9XD. 

Closing date: 10 April 1997. 

The winning entry will be 
drawn from a hat. 

Offer not open to 
Disability (igeeeeeege eres 


Now or ws 
Winged eaten 
Fellowship [eweemaneeand 
staff or iss 
associates. ee 


CORNWALL 


Holiday Care in Cornwall 
all year round 


LANINVAL HOUSE Nursing Home 
offers holidays, respite, residential and 
convalescence care in beautiful 
surroundings in mid-Cornwall. 


Qualified Nursing and Care staff on hand 
24 hours per day. Phone/Fax Murray or 
Shirley on 01208 74921 for a brochure. 


HOLIDAYS 


for DISABLED 


PEOPLE 


Flights to Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin and Amsterdam. 
Holiday Homes in France. 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Please sendiarBbrocnure tO mo. Mlene inte d fatieng.....d.ce.8. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd 


Tel: 01942 888844 


16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs M29 7BL ks 
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20 City focus ¢ Bristol 


Bristol’s ups and downs 


Bristol is an old 
and hilly city which 
has become 
trendy. But are its 
disabled residents 
in fashion? Helen 
Gregory finds out. 


Bristol is an historic city with 
many traces of its past still evi- 
dent. 

Parts of the original Saxon 
settlement have been left, and 
the Old Town quarter, the 
harbour and the spectacular 
Clifton Suspension Bridge all 
add to its individuality. 

Bristol is also a modern city, 
increasingly popular with young 
people. It claims to be the 
shopping centre of the South 
West as well as having a lively 
cultural scene with theatres, art 
galleries and regular festivals 
throughout the year. 
Unfortunately, because of its 
position and historic buildings, 
the city is not always accessible 
to disabled visitors and 
residents. The recent 
reorganisation of the local 
authority and proposed cuts in 
services are not helping. 


Getting there 

Bristol has links with many 
major cities. Trains from London 
Paddington run frequently to 
Bristol Temple Meads, tel: 0117- 
927 6603, in the city centre and 
Bristol Parkway, tel: (0345) 


484950, in the northern outskirts. 


There is also a service from London 
Waterloo to Bristol Temple Meads. 

If you are driving, the M32 
links both the M4 and MS into 
the centre of the city. 


Entertainment 
Disabled people out for a night 
on the town can use the free 
information and booking ser- 
vice Direct Line, tel: 0117-929 
9758, which has a quarterly 
newsletter detailing all shows 
and information on access. 
Bristol’s Theatre Royal and 
New Vic, tel: 0117-987 7877, 
has ramp access, a loop 
system, adapted toilets, and 
sometimes signed 
performances. It also offers 


Making wheelchair accessible 
transport affordable 


as By @ 


Send for the latest colour brochure 
Contact Peter Scullion or Mike Huddart 


The Lewis Reed Group 


474 Woodchurch Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, Wirral, 
Merseyside L43 0SE Fax: 0151 608 9393 


0151 608 9933 
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Bristol cathedral and college green 


special rates for wheelchair 
users and escorts. 

Wheelchair users have to have 
an escort to enjoy shows at 
The Hippodrome, tel: 0117- 
929 9444. It has signed 
performances, a loop system 
and offers special rates for 
some shows. 

The town has two cinemas 
with facilities for disabled 
people, the Arnolfini, tel: 0117- 
929 9191, and the Cannon, tel: 
0117-926 2848. Both cinemas 
need prior notice for taking 
guide dogs and only have 
wheelchair access in screen 
two. 
The nightclub Chicago Rock, 
tel: 0117-929 1361, is 
accessible, along with Lakotta, 
tel: 0117-907 0065. 

The Industrial Museum, tel: 
0117-925 1470, asks disabled 
visitors to call before they arrive 
but promises good wheelchair 
access and adapted toilets. 


Pubs and eating out 

The Black Lion Inn in 
Whitchurch, tel: (01275) 
834698, the Hole in the Wall 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 
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Competitive rates 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 
Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


BRISTOL TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE 


pub, tel: 0117-926 5967, the 
Lamb and Flag Harvester 
restaurant, tel: 0117-950 1490, 
and Brown’s pub and restau- 
rant, tel: 0117-930 4777, are all 
accessible. 


Accommodation 

The Glenroy Hotel, tel: 0117- 

929 1645, has accommodation 
in an annexe next to the hotel. 

Rooms at the Henbury Lodge 
Hotel, tel 0117-950 2615, are 
on the ground floor and have 
wide doorways. 

The Swallow Royal Hotel, tel: 
0117-025 5100, is large with 
good access and adapted 
toilets, and Bristol 
International Youth Hostel, 
tel: 0117-922 1659, is accessible 
and a cheaper option for 
visitors on a budget. 


Shopping 
Broadmead is the main shopping 
complex which includes the 
indoor Galleries where the Shop- 
mobility scheme, tel: 0117-922 
6342, is based. It lends out 
wheelchairs to disabled shoppers. 
Debenhams and Marks and 


Spencer in Broadmead both 
have good access, lifts and 
adapted toilets and the 
department store Dingles in 
Queens Road, Clifton, is also 
accessible. 


Parking 

Parking bays for orange badge 
holders are in the the 
Horsefair, Union Street, Penn 
Street and Quakers Friars. Of 
the 4,000 spaces in car parks, 
50 are bigger and have been 
designated for disabled drivers. 


Getting around 

Few taxis are accessible to peo- 
ple using wheelchairs. However 
firms that are include Peter 
Taxis, tel: 0117-971 4141 and 
Avon Chair Taxis Service, tel: 
0117-974 3754. Both have taxis 
adapted to take wheelchairs. 

Wheelchairs can be hired 
from the British Red Cross 
Society, tel: 0117-973 8242 and 
Ashley Healthcare, tel: 0117- 
924 6620. 

Buses 8, 9, 508 and 509 link 
Temple Meads Station with 
the city centre, West End, 
Clifton and Broadmead areas. 
Unfortunately there is only one 
low-floor bus which makes it 
difficult for wheelchair users. 


Advisors 
are a real 
benefit 


Bristol’s Disability Advice Cen- 
tre takes about 50 calls a week, 
and the numbers using the ser- 
vice are increasing each year. 

Co-ordinator Sandra Garrett 
says they have seen a 40 per 
cent increase on last year, and 
nearly all the calls are benefit 
enquiries. 

Ms Garrett says cutbacks to 
services in the city are having 
an impact on disabled people, 
prompting their need for help 
and advice. 

“Our work includes 
representing 
disabled people 
at tribunals 
and helping 
them fill in 
forms — we find 
that many 
people have 
been turned down for benefits 
such as Incapacity Benefit.” 

Kath Arnold, who has 
chronic ME and multiple 
allergies, is using the centre to 
help her re-apply for the care 
component of her disability 
living allowance. 

“The amount wasn’t adequate 
but I was too exhausted to 
appeal myself,” she says. “The 
service has enabled me to 
understand the system and it 
has also empowered me.” 


Ms Garrett 


Tel: 0117-983 2828 


An introduction letter in braille 
convinced Auriol Britton that 

_ Bristol University was the right 
choice for her. 

A year later Auriol, who is 
blind, has settled into college 
life and is enjoying her course in 
theology and religious studies. 

“T was nervous about going to 
college because of my visual 
impairment,” she says. 

“But I’ve found that there is a 
really close relationship 
between people in the town and 
students. I don’t think it’s 
particularly important for 
disabled students to bond with 
each other.” 

Paul Sullivan, who is also 
blind, is head of the Disabilities 
Unit, tel: 0117-928 7150, which 
gives advice to disabled 


Paul Sullivan and Auriol Britton 


students at Bristol. 

He admits that disabled 
students do not seem to get 
together very often, but says: “I 
expect they are happy anyway. 

“There are at least 130 full- 
time disabled students here and 
50 part-time disabled students. 
There are probably more, but 
not everyone informs us. 

“Bristol is a hilly city and 
many college buildings are old 
which means we don’t get too 
many students with mobility 
problems, but there are some 
wheelchair users here.” 

The unit gives advice on 
benefits and supports grant 
applications as well as offering 
awareness training for staff and 
helping departments to make 
adjustments for students. 


‘We’re stroppy and proud’ 


The West of England Centre 
for Integrated Living (WECIL), 
tel: 0117-983 2828, is one of the 
biggest in the country, run by 
26 disabled staff. 

Its projects include the 
disability arts agency, disability 
equality training and a care 
management and advocacy 
project where disabled 
advocates support disabled 
people who are being assessed. 

Sixty people have used its 
integrated living scheme of which 
director Ruth 
Pickersgill is 
especially 
proud. 

Each project 
has an advisory 
sub-committee 
which reports 
back on how people feel about 
the service. “We try and listen so 
people get a service which they 
want,” she says. 

However, council cuts and 
changes mean the centre is 
facing possible redundancies 
which Ms Pickersgill will fight. 

“We have a reputation for 
being stroppy but this is a 
positive thing. We are 


Ms Pickersgill 


demanding rights and have 
managed to make disability 
issues high profile.” 

The West of England Coalition 
of Disabled People, tel: 0117-949 
7707, is closely linked to WECIL. 
It campaigns on disability issues 
and organises a variety of 
meetings and events, from young 
people’s groups to equality 
training. It is committed to 
supporting Bristol’s inclusive 
education policy. 

Its workload has quadrupled 
in the last few years and co- 
ordinator Penny Germon says 
the job is getting harder as the 


Penny Germon ( left) and colleagues at the coalition office 


cuts hit in. 

“Everyone’s very angry about 
the total lack of consultation of 
disabled people on important 
matters, such as the closure of 
day centres.” 

The coalition has worked to 
make sure Bristol City 
Council’s equal opportunities 
policy reflected its aims, and 
although the council has a 
disability advisory sub 
committee, Ms Germon 
believes it needs to have a long- 
term strategic approach 
towards issues affecting 
disabled people. 


Real Scope 


A physiotherapist from the 
Scope local group in Bristol, tel: 
0117-955 5174, makes sure peo- 
ple with cerebral palsy get the 
right assessment and therapy. 
Chairman Len Bowen says: 
“We started the service last 
year and now have 60 people 
on our books. It’s very needed, 
but we will probably run out of 
cash to fund it quite soon.” 
The group also gives out 
equipment grants, runs a once- 
a-week evening club for people 
with cp and a parents’ meeting 


group. 


The Disabled 
Drivers Association 


The UK organisation for disabled drivers and passengers OFFERS : 


50 years 
experience dealing with mobility problems of the disabled. 


For further details contact 
our Information Officer 


The Disabled Drivers Association 
Ashwellthorpe, Norwich, NR16 1EX 
Tel: 01508 489449 Fax: 01508 488173 


Registered Charity No. 254544 Registered in Cardiff No. 897405 
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Easing student stress 


at the The Woodside Family Centre. The centre was opened in 1993 
as a drop-in facility which is now used by 80 families with visually 
impaired, deafblind and multi-needs sensory impaired children and 
young people. While there, children can play with musical instru- 
ments, use the toy library and play in the sensory stimulation room 
with staff, while their parents relax. Mum Jane Knight has been 
going to the centre with Thomas for the last three-and-a-half years. 
She says: “It’s great for him to meet children with similar problems. 
His development has benefited and we love coming as it’s such a 


safe environment.” 


HELEN GREGORY 


Living Centre on the block 


The Bristol Disabled Living 
Centre (DLC) faces an uncer- 
tain future while the Govern- 
ment decides whether to sell its 
three-acre site. 

Bristol City Council blocked 
the Government’s bid to sell 
the site at Fishponds for 
residential use last year. The 
Government appealed against 
the decision in July. 

Director John Saliba said: 
“We’ve had very positive 
responses from the local 
community and the council 


wants us to stay open. 

“Last year more than 4,500 
people visited our site, but if 
we lose the appeal, it will be 
very difficult for us to find 
another accessible, central 
site.” 

The centre was set up three 
years ago to give advice and 
show equipment to disabled 
people and was the first user- 
led centre, run by disabled 
people. 


Tel: 0117-965 3651 


WHE AIL NIEW MOK 


PERSONA 


An innovative, multi-functional chair for 


postural management 


Designed to assist both the carer and cared for. 
Reduces posture and pressure related problems. 


NEW IMPROVED FEATURES 


v Pressure Reducing Seat 
Cushion as standard 


Vv Removeable Arms 

v Tilt in Space movement 
¥ Integral Flip Up Footboard 
Y Abduction Block available 


VY Awide range of fabrics and 
colourways available 


and... 


Vv Simple Tooless Adjustments 


THE PERSONA MK II 


. a name you can be comfortable with .... 


As with all Kirton Products the Persona MK.II represents excellent quality and 
value for money, and comes with the added comfort of our personalised service. 
For a no obligation free demonstration or trial contact our: 


Customer Helpline 0800 212709 


Kirton Healthcare 


23 Rookwood Way, Haverhill, 


Suffolk, CB9 8PB 


Tel: 01440 705352 Fax: 01440 706199 
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22 Profile/Books 


One-woman variety show 
Diane Pungartnik hopes that 
her festival for disabled women 
will go some way to relieving 
the “double burden” they face. 
The co-ordinator of the 
London Disability Arts Forum 
(LDAF) and producer of the 
Disabled/ Woman festival 
makes no excuses for what she 


claims is a unique event. 


Diane Pungartnik 


Californian-born Ms 
Pungartnik, 39, believes women 
have to deal with the burden of 
their disability as well as 
discrimination from men who 
dominate the arts scene. 

“The festival will give them 
an opportunity to be seen, and 
for other disabled women to 
become involved,” she says. 

It includes exhibitions by 
disabled photographers Claire 
Collison and Margaret Mitchell. 

Claire Collison’s Alternative 
Passports looks at passports, 
ID cards and unorthodox ways 
of identification. Margaret 


Mitchell’s Personal Myths 
explores her epilepsy through 
self-portraits. 

Workshops developing the 
themes will run alongside the 
two exhibitions. They will be 
open exclusively to disabled 
women where they can 
creatively illustrate their 
identity. 

Ms Pungartnik believes the 
life drawing workshop she has 
organised, using only disabled 
tutors and models, is a first 
and hopes it will prove popular 
with disabled artists. 


She has also formed the Really 


Disabled Theatre Company 
using three actors to perform a 
new play, Deliverance, which 
follows the life of a disabled 
woman using personal 
experience and fantasy. 

After she commits a crime, 
the audience gets to decide her 
fate, with tragi-comic results. 

It is Nottingham-based 


playwright Cathy Gibson’s first 


staged production and she has 
used the theme of euthanasia 
and the computer package 
from Australia, Deliverance 
which delivers a lethal 
injection, to develop her theme 
of being delivered from 
responsibility. 

Ms Pungartnik would like to 
tour the show around the UK 
as she believes there are too 
few drama groups run by 
disabled people. 

“People don’t take enough 
interest in us, and if they do, it 


is usually for the wrong reasons 


such as on a charitable basis or 
that they think we’re a novelty.” 

A singer, comedian and 
actress, Diane Pungartnik 
moved to the UK in 1981. After 
running other small theatre 
companies and touring with 
her one-woman show, she 
became involved with the 
LDAF in 1992 when she wrote a 
show about her epilepsy. 

“T soon found out that if you 
want to kill an audience, 
mention epilepsy. People are 
frightened and repelled by it as 
it still carries a huge stigma. 

“Raising awareness has been 


Margaret Mitchell’s self portrait: 11 years after (epilepsy) 


very gruelling. I see producing 
this festival as a way of putting 
the group in a better position 
to get noticed. 

“We lost our bid for lottery 
money and I am sure it is 
because the council prefers not 
to give to groups run by disabled 
people. I’m on the rampage.” 

Helen Gregory 


The festival runs eee Monday 
10 March to Saturday 16 
March at Turtle Key Arts 
Centre in Farm Lane, London, 
tel: 0171-916 5484/0171-916 
6350 (minicom). 


BSTA is a Trade Association which includes a 
Wheelchair Distributors Section. Our nationwide 
membership network has over 100 local outlets selling 
and repairing Powerchairs and Scooters. They do it 
well and they do it ethically. They have high standards 
- the Association makes sure of it. That's why we think 
the first step to trouble free independence is to contact 
us for a list of our members. 


Call us or write to us today. 


We worry about standards so you 
don't have to. 


BSTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 
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How can | get 

— reports and ads on what | need to know on 
benefits, transport, equipment, events, jobs 
i news of the campaign for civil rights 

i news of and comment on the 

disability scene 


How can | get 

i a free information pack including 

i the London Disability Guide; 

i the SOLT guide to London Theatres, which 
includes full access information 


Subscribe to London Disability News! 


published monthly by GLAD, the Greater London 
Association of Disabled People 


_ One year (ten issues) © 
Individual: ro 0 
Organizations: £l2 0 
(Cheques payable to GLAD) 


Two years 
£10 0 
£20 0 


Please send me LDN in Print o Large printO LOS Oo 
Name 


Address 


Return to: GLAD, 336 Brixton 
Road, LondonSW97AA > 


Autism, Preparing 
for Adulthood 


by Patricia Howlin 
£12.95, Jessica Kingley 
Publishers 


The dilemma of the parent of 
an autistic child when reading 
most books is that one is usu- 
ally faced with the dual reac- 
tions of a) “gosh, that’s all too 
familiar” and b) “but my 
child’s not like that”. 

Unlike many authors, 
Patricia Howlin has compiled 
a wide variety of case material, 
from lots of different people 
with autism, which she uses 
effectively to highlight issues 
which professionals, carers and 
parents of autistic people need 
to address as adulthood 
approaches. There are no trite 
answers or doctrines here, but 
a review of what has and 
hasn’t worked successfully for 
others. 

This is not a comfortable 
book for a parent. What you 
want to read is something » 
desperately hopeful, but what 
you actually need to read is 
something realistic and 
pragmatic, and this work is 
definitely the latter. 

Not that there aren’t some 
inspiringly optimistic accounts 
of adult life despite autism, 
because there are. 

I suspect this will become a 
very useful reference book for 
parents as the child reaches 
different stages. 

Frankly, it’s a bit much to read 
all in one sitting when you are 
emotionally involved. The 
clearly marked chapters and 
paragraphs would suggest that 
Patricia Howlin has recognised 
this and made it simple for 
readers to dip into the subjects 
they need. 

For professionals this should 
be a fascinating read as well as 
an essential reference book. 
There was quite a gap in the 
available literature. 

Yvette Sanson 


Book news: 
“Bully in Sight by Tim Field _ 
with a forward by Diana __ 
Lamplugh discusses how to _ 
combat workplace bullying 
with information about _ 
where to go forhelp and _ 
advice. £12.95 from Success 
Unlimited, tel: (01235) 
834548 or from bookshops. 


Souvenir Press has published : 
a new edition of Down’s 

- Syndrome: an oaducion 
_for parents by Cliff. 7 
Cunningham. £9. 99 from 
Nha ae tel: 171-580 
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About to Choke 


Unless Neil Young, Leonard 
Cohen and REM are your 
favourite bands, Vic Chest- 
nutt’s (above) latest album 
About to Choke may not be to 
your taste. Listening to it, the 
term that first sprang to mind 
was “music to hang yourself 
to” and I’m a fan of the afore- 
mentioned bands. 

About to Choke grows on 
you. It took three listens before 
I decided I liked it. Vic’s voice 
develops from a drone to a 
sound with more feeling and 
resonance. It could never be 
described as uplifting, but 
perhaps inspirational. 

This is his fifth album but the 
first since signing to the major 
US label Capitol. To his credit, 
artists such as Madonna and 
Garbage have covered his 
previous work. Vic has also 
worked with REM’s Michael 
Stipe and the influence is clear. 

Several songs stand out. 
“Ladre” and “Little Vacation” 
are mellow but have a more 
upbeat sound than some of the 
other tracks. 

“Degenerate” has the simple 
guitar strumming that I like 
and does not fall into the 
sometimes self-indulgence of 
Neil Young. The press release 
tells of Vic’s maturity and 
development from his previous 
style of “cackle and hum”. 
Although not all the cackle and 

hum has disappeared, this does 
not weaken the album. 

About to Choke isn’t easy 
listening or good party music — 
well, I suppose that depends on 
the kind of parties you have! 

It’s an album to listen to and I 
had no problems swallowing it. 
Despite my initial impressions, 
this is not suicidal music. It gets 
close but pulls back from the 
edge and encourages a little 
more thought. 

Simon Minty 


Theatre, music and dance are 
fused in integrated dance 
troupe Candoco’s Across Your 
Heart at the Warwick Arts 
Centre from 5-8 March. To 
book tel: (01203) 524524. 


Michael Turner 


It would be nice 
to believe that 
the final scene 
of Extreme 
Measures was 
intended to be 
ironic. Coming 
at the end of this thriller about 
a medical researcher’s efforts to 
find a cure for paralysis, this 
scene on a steep set of steps 
outside a university research 
centre should have at least car- 
ried a mild sense of irony. 

Such subtlety is beyond the 
scope of this otherwise enjoyable 
thriller. Hugh Grant, as a British 
doctor in New York, adds some 
dry wit to the proceedings, but its 
treatment of disability is entirely 
serious and entirely negative. 

Grant uncovers research being 
carried out on homeless people 
to find a method of repairing 
spinal injuries. As well as using 
such “extreme measures” in their 
research, the villains — led by 
Gene Hackman — will go to any 
lengths to protect their work. 


Video top five 


1. MISSION IMPOSSIBLE (CIC): 
90s version of a ’60s classic. e| 


‘SM 


2. THE ROCK (Hollywood): Sean 


Connery stars as a con who 


helps the cops. =| 


3. LAST MAN STANDING (EV): 
Bruiser Bruce Willis is typecast 
as the eponymous hero. 


4. THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND 
DOGS (Fox Guild): Mistaken 
identity romantic comedy. | 


5. DIABOLIQUE (Warner): 
Thriller with Sharon Stone 
and Isabelle Adjani. 


=] 


Chart supplied by MIRB 


Extreme Measures 


What is surprising is that the 
research is actively supported by 
a group of people with 
paraplegia. Their actions range 
from financially backing the 
research, to clobbering Grant 
with a baseball bat. As ever, the 
celluloid depiction of paralysis 
centres on people obsessed with 
finding a cure for their disability. 

While Extreme Measures is 


clearly not intended as a liberal 


movie to be treated at face 
value, its negation of the lives 
and value of disabled people 
cannot be pushed to one side. 


The price of this entertainment 
is the perpetuation of the myth 
that a cure is all disabled people 


want, rather than more prosaic 
measures like ramps and 
induction loops. 


Smooth operator: Hugh Grant charms his audience again 


COACHWORK 
SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


Conversions for 1 to 4 


wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering 


suspension. 
For advice & information on 


We specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions based on 
most popular makes. 
Conversions on new or good 
quality used base vehicles. 


‘Also a stock of used, refurbished 


van conversions & mini buses. 


conversion & motability contact 
David Vooght. Tel: 01803 812260. 


Fax: 01803 813668. 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
r 4 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


Television 


Chris Davies 
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Jamie Beddard, 
who played the 
middle Arthur 
in Skallagrigg, 
popped up 
again ina main- {f° 
stream tv 
drama, Common as Muck 
(BBC1, 15 January), about 
dustmen trying to find alterna- 
tive means of employment. 

One of them, hired to paint 
the ceiling of a church, is 
discouraged by his wife who 
says he has no imagination. So 
he goes back to the church 
under cover of night and paints 
a highly accurate copy of a 
panel from the Sistine Chapel. 

When he returns to work the 
next day, the word is out that 
some kind of miracle has been 
performed. There is even a 
group of disabled people 
waiting to be “cured”, including 
Gavin, played by Jamie. 

They turn up day after day 
until the:situation is resolved. 

Nobody could take this 
storyline as being anywhere 
near reality. It’s quirky, 
idiosyncratic, meant to amuse, 
but not serious drama. 

The disability context is quite 
difficult to work out. Is it meant 
to be a caustic comment on 
religious miracles, or a positive 
portrayal of healthy cynicism 
on behalf of disabled people? 
Jamie is a good actor and I’m 
glad he was chosen, but 
whether his part is valuable is, 
at best, debatable. 

I’m about to do something I 
never thought I would do. I 
happened accidentally to watch 
the afternoon chat show Esther, 
on deaf people (BBC2, 15 
January), and for making a 
mainstream audience aware of 
the issue, I award it seven-and- 
a-half out of ten. 

With an audience of almost 
entirely deaf people, the 
programme covered the 
differences between those who 
have acquired deafness, those 
who prefer to be oral, and 
those who prefer deaf culture, 
very adequately. It even gave 
Esther Rantzen’s husband, 
Desmond Wilcox, who is deaf 
himself, the chance to have a 
jibe at his wife for talking with 
her head facing away from him. 

With so many interpreters in 
the studio, it was obvious that 
the deaf people on the show were 
well served. But it was different 
for a deaf viewer because, 
although the programme had 
closed captions, none of it was 
interpreted for sign language 
using viewers. It’s a shame that 
the community being discussed 
had limited access to the 
discussion. Nice try, Esther, but 
think it through, please. 


D 
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24 Share your problems 


How do| tell her 

life isn’t all bad? 

My 19-year-old daughter was 
born with a club foot which was 
straightened with intensive 
physiotherapy while she was a 
baby. 

She has spent many years 
playing sport and dancing but 
has now been told that the falls 
she has been having and the 
pains in her legs and back are 
all associated. It is likely that 
she will be in a wheelchair in 
three or four years’ time. Her 
boyfriend has not visited since 
her last fall. 

She has had a rough life, 
including being sexually 
abused. Recently, she has gone 
from one bad relationship to 
another. | really do not know 
what to do. 

Do you know of any sports 
she can do (she walks with 
crutches most of the time), or 
any sports holidays | could 
take her on with the rest of the 
family? Or do you know of any 
way she could meet other 
people in the 18-25 age group 
who could persuade her that 
her life in the future will not 
be all bad. 

Jennie, Lowestoft 
Many thanks for your letter 


DIAHATSU HIJET 
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Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


and I am very sorry to hear 
about the troubles your daugh- 
ter is having. 

It is very disappointing that 
she may not be able to continue 
with her dancing and sports. 
Has she seen an orthopaedic 
consultant? It is obviously 
important that she sees a 
suitable medical professional 
who can advise her. 

It also seems that she could 
benefit from seeing a 
counsellor who would 
understand her problems 
arising from the sexual abuse 
leading to her difficulties with 
personal relationships. 

If she has a poor self image 
and a lack of confidence, a 
counsellor would be able to 
help her. She needs to ask her 
GP to refer her. 

As she gains in self confidence 
she may then be able to 
distinguish those men who are 
unsuitable. 

Regarding suitable sports for 
your daughter, I suggest she 
contacts the local BSAD 
(British Sports Association for 
the Disabled) regional office. 
They would be glad to help . 
and advise her. 

A holiday might be just the 
ticket. The Holiday Care 


VW CARAVELLE 


w Jove and loneliness 


= bereavement 


= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Service has holiday activity 
sheets including sporting 
interests. It also has a leaflet 
advising on help with paying 
for a holiday. 

I wonder if your daughter has 
ever been in touch with PHAB 
(Physically Disabled and Able- 
Bodied). Local clubs are for 
young people to get together 
for social, sports and leisure 
activities. DN’s telephone 
counsellor, Lin Berwick, would 
also be glad to help. 


Be honest in the 
search for a mate 
“I need a sex life,” says Brian 
of Brighton (DN, December 
1996), and | am sorry he has a 
problem. Could it be the way he 
presents himself? 

| am 50 years old and recently 
divorced. My ex-wife and 
family all felt | was not acting 
as a ccrip should — that is 
playing the veggie in a chair. 

Since my divorce | have had 
three affairs with able-bodied 
women my own age and 
younger. 

| have found it is the way you 
present yourself which knocks 
down the images that people 
have of disabled people. 


Ff. UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


SUPERIOR VEHICLE CONVERSIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
WISHING TO TRAVEL IN THEIR OWN WHEELCHAIRS. MOST AVAILABLE ON MOTABILITY. 


CALL OUR SALES HOTLINE NOW ON (Charged 


0345 413348 


For Free Information Pack and Details of this month’s Special Offers 


INTRODUCING FIVE OF OUR TOP SELLING VEHICLES 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her on] 
(01708) 477582 on Thursday afternoons, , 
1pm-5pm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


| have learnt that those who | 
had thought of as friends were 
horrified to think that | should 
be having sex with able-bodied 
females. Talking to and holding 
their hands was OK, but to 
have sex was a no-go area. 
These so-called friends went 
the same way as my ex-wife 
and family. 

| find that an honest approach 
to yourself and the woman you 
would like to go out with works 
if you show confidence, have a 
good sense of humour and do 
not whine about your disability. 

| have not found Miss Right 
yet, but it is fun looking around 
again. Just keep on trying Brian 
and changing your method until 
it works for you. 

Ken, Coventry 


You are obviously doing a good 
job in changing the image 
endured by disabled people. It 
seems that you have learnt who 
your friends really are and that 
is no bad thing. 

It really is preposterous that 
people should be shocked that 
you are having sex with able- 
bodied women. 

No doubt if you fall in love 
with a disabled woman you 
could also show the world a 


at local 


rate) 


Sponsored by BT 


more positive image of women 
with disabilities. 


| want a way to 


strike the right note ~ 


As a 55-year-old with an ME- 
type illness and arthritis, | 
would very much like to start 
studying music again. 

My aim would be to sit a 
diploma exam in a few years 
time. 

| have found a music teacher 
who would be willing to make 
home visits but | cannot afford 
the fees and books required. 

Do you know of any charities 
or trusts which would offer 
financial help to disabled 
people? 

Teresa, Rhyl 


I am afraid I do not know of 
any charities which offer finan- 
cial help of this kind. 

However, I would like to 
suggest you contact Kathryn 
Deane of Sound Sense. I have 
just spoken to her (I did not 
mention your name) and she 
would very much like to hear 
from you. 

She may be able to offer some 
helpful advice and suggestions. 
I do urge you to write to her. It 
would be helpful if you told 
her the level you have already 
reached and some details 
about your general interest in 
music. 

Having taken over the 
excellent records from the 
National Music and Disability 
Information Service, which 
was forced to close for lack of 
funding, Sound Sense now has 
the best set of information files 
in the business on most aspects 
of music and disability. 

Do let me know how you get 
on. I am sure our readers 
would like to hear of your 
progress. 


% FIAT FIORINO 

The cornerstone of 
a the Universal 
stable built to our 
industries leading 
specification, this 
see, Vehicle is price 
organisations "2 sensitive and our 
requiring a choice best seller year on 
of seating options. ee" year. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 4 
Offers increased 
choice for our 
customer. Super 
all round vision for 
the wheelchair 
passenger. 
Available in a 
number of base Si “ 
vehicle options. ~ oe 


— FREEDOM 
Extremely popular gemma 
small M.P.V. Cost 
effective, but can 
still carry one 
wheelchair 
passenger and 
four able-bodied 
passengers 


| Ultimate flexibility aaa 
best describes this 

““ multi purpose 
ige= vehicle. A favourite 
buy for both 

= __ individuals and 


British Sports Association for 
the Disabled, The Mary Glen 
Haig Suite, 13-27 Brunswick 
Place, London N1 6DxX, tel: 
0171-490 4919 

PHAB, Summit House, Wandle 
Road, Croydon CRO 1DE tel: 
0181-667 9443 

Holiday Care Service, 2nd 
Floor, Imperial Buildings, Vic- 
toria Road, Horley, Surrey 
RH6 7PZ, tel: (01293) 774535 
Sound Sense, Riverside House, 
Rattlesden, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk IP30 OSE tel: (01449) 
736287 


FORD COURIER 
Superb looking 
vehicle, well received 
# by our customers 
carries 1 wheelchair 
__ Passenger and 4 
able-bodied 
passengers. 

F  _ Available with 
"= automatic gearbox. 


Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW Tel: 01293 871019 
Works and Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL Tel: 01484 400795 


NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSIONS 


FULL RANGE OF DRIVING 
ADAPTATIONS For ALL OUR 
VEHICLES SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED. Swivel SEATS 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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| Fun and games 25 
en 


DN's Crossword "| Trivia teasers 


. Io move something 
| Answers on page 28 COMPILED BY REBECCAREYNOLDS = Upwards (5) 


8. Flower (6) 


1. What is the name of Sir James 4. Who stars in the latest film 


9. Wicker container (6) Goldsmith’s political party? version of Shakespeare’s Richard 
10. In position (Latin) (2,4) 2. Who wrote the lyrics to the III, Looking For Richard? 
12. Rent horn (anag) musical Evita? 5. Where in the world is 


15. Innate (6) 3. What is chorizo? Lesotho? 
16. Supported formally (8) 
18. Fewer (4) 
20. Snort (5) 
21. Pointed sea-creature (8) 


Answers on page 28 


By all means look around ! 


But sometimes that just isn't enough. 
The UitraPark’ 2000 System takes 
the guess work out of reversing. 

Y Designed to fit all types 

of cars & vans. 

W DY - Easy & Quick to install 
Audio indication. 
2 Year Guarantee. 


DOWN 

1. Spine curvature (9) 

2. Open to wheelchairs (10) 
3. Stained sin (anag) 

4. Reverie or ambition (5) 
5. Colour or flower (4) 

6. Not mine (anag) 

11. Attentive or sensible (7) 
13. Poem (3) 


Now you can reverse your car with confidence ¢ 
14. However (6) and ease using the New UltraPark"2000 g 5 
17. Dried fruit (4) obstacle detection warning system. o wmang © 
18. Rent out (3) 7 ea 
19. One formal tile fora For more details phone today! 


(01279) 436080 


Laver Technology - Ongar Enterprise Centre, Fyfield Road, Essex, CM5 OAW 


man (3) 


% * * * Me se 
_x * Your stars, « 


By DN’s ode! Marion Stanton 


Xe BaKare Beds DON'T BELIEVE YOUR EYES ! 
a 0h thiskishen MulksAmme tional” Nursinet Bede wih® herenn eadeistmens 


BORNE ot SS 6 a Re AOR, 
This Volker Home 


Nursing Bed from 


>& ARIES 
BaKare Beds is fully 


backwards his could take some of the fire out of your 


enthusiasm ‘not be a big thing, but think before you act. adjustable to ‘Sit U up’ 
& TAURUS (21 aoe May) Your life may feel a bit out of kilter at the touch of a 
right now. Wait things out and respond to the best offers only. button, and with 


“aSer (22 May-22 June) In mid-month a reali 
that ake your next step clearer. Try an 


n may come 
» Work could 


motorised height 
adjustment to ' stand 


take an , possibly at the expense of somet eter 2 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) Emotional issues to the fore ‘U'up’, or for Nursing. 
around the 19th. Be willing to talk things through but try not to 
stick too rigidly to your guns. You will need your partner’s support Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel :01 752 34 22 22 
when things hot up at work. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) You 


oe a. ENABLE VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 


give up — use the pent up feeling 


to gather your creative forces and 
produce some good work. 
WK VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 


Mars is moving backwards 


after the 9th. With opposition oa ; 

from Venus and the Sun, frus- ey CC — lela 3 4 — FOR 
trations may arise in relation- aa PLS seers % 

ships. Take the quietest option. ey ee ey : i 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) The “eee g Se JUST 


full moon in Libra on the 24th 


brings energy which may not - 4 Yes! Eve year lor j ust £1000 


work smoothly. Be careful” S* =e ’ 

bout whacyon ae | “ meets Ring it lor te details 
Yk SCORPIO (24 Oct- 2» Nov) flee : yy 

Scorpios in love could get closer 
to the object of their desires this 
month. This is a time for relating. 
Ye SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 
Dec) There seems to be work 
piling up all around you. Try 
not to get too stressed — the 
heat should soon be off. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Give in to your creative urges. 
This is a month of new ideas 
which will really-help.you along. 
YK AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 


After a hectic February, March Users, Parents, Guardians or Carers of Registered ‘ a Disabled Wheelchair users 
RIPPIN ENABLE VEHICLES, CLYDE, HALLIWELLRD, “  -—« BOLTON.BL1 3NS._ Telephone 01204 396481 


there are busy times ahead. 
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Reedhall, Streatham Drive, 
Exeter EX4 4QR. 


from textile students and 
designers interested in this 
field. Contact: Rebecca Patter- 
son, 44 Regents Park Road, 
London NW1 7SX, tel: 0171- 
586 3855S. 


researching a television pro- 
gramme looking at disability 
as it affects teenagers and © 
children. They want to hear 
from teenagers about their 
experience of growing up with 
a disability. Contact Peter 


Are you a gay or lesbian person 
with a disability? Gary Flood is 
doing research around gay and 
lesbian sexuality that draws 
upon the social model of dis- 
ability and would like to hear 
from you. Contact him in the 
strictest confidence at: 14 
School Lane, Sandiway, 
Cheshire CW82 2NH. 


Do you need adapted clothing? 
Awear, the voluntary organisa- 
tion of specialist clothing ser- 
vices, has advice and an 
adaption service for disabled 
people. They would like to 
hear from anyone who has sug- 
gestions about their service. 
They would also like to hear 


Are you a woman who wears 
elevated cork boots of 4in or 
over? If so, an appliances 
researcher would like to hear 
from you. If you can help, 
please contact: Ray Barrett, 


226 Wellington Buildings, 
Ebury Bridge Road, London 
SW1 8RZ, tel: 0171-730 9641. 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITHA 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 
Community Care and Local Government Law for 


disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 
discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. 


We also specialise in accident claims, medical 
negligence, conveyancing, wills and criminal law. 


Legal aid work undertaken. 
For free initial advice contact: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 

Ashley House 

235-239 High Road 

Wood Green 

London N22 4HF 
Telephone: 0181-881 7777 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764 


Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


THE ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR ARTHRITIC KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where 
the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Valgus) Before Knock Knee (Valgus) After Knock Knee (Valgus) After 


is] 


Manufactured and Supplied by 
ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 Fax 01703 510772 


Knock Knee (Valgus) Before 


Visit the Freedom 
Festival 7th - 8th June 


Beaulieu - Hampshire 
Sponsored by Vauxhall Motability 
and have a great day out to celebrate the 


75" Anniversary 


of the 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club 


Daily attractions to include: 
Adapted Vehicle Test Drive - Lifestyle Exhibition + Falconry + Vintage Fair 


Motor Cavalcade + The Wheelchair Challenge - Comedy by G & S Society 


Evening Event extras on the 7th include: 
Beating the Retreat -— Salute taken by Falklands Hero Simon Weston 
Line Dancing extravaganza with the Dean Brothers 


Also taking place on the 7th the RAC Response 1997 Disabled Driver of the Year southern heat 


FREE ENTRY FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


Call the Ticket Hotli on 01275 836465 
to book your 


The BBC’s From the Edge is © 


Keighron at Platform Films, _ 


Hayley Kerr on the 
latest flashes of 
inspiration 


If you’ve got a sweet tooth, 
counteract the effects of plaque 
and gingivitis (the commonest 
form of gum. disease) ‘with the 
new-sonicare electronic tooth- 
brush. The sonicare generates 
31,000: brush strokes a minute. 
If, after you’ *ve used the sonicare 
for 90 days, your dentist doesn’t 
see an improvement, you can 


claim a full refund. Priced at 
£129.50 from selected Boots 
stores, with an Easter offer of a 
£10 money back voucher. For 
details, tel: (0541) 550022. 


Relief from aches and pains can 
be found with Champ hot or 
cold compression wraps 
(above). Pop the hot wraps 
(£8.45) into-your microwave for 
up to 90 seconds; the cold com- 
press.(£6.95) chills to 25°C 
within seconds of snapping the 
pack, and’can be ré-used by 
storing in the freezer. Also from 
the Champ range is the hot mitt 
(£18.95), which is warmed up in 
the microwave and worn on the 
hand to relieve arthritis or 
rheumatism. Contact Chemist 
Brokers on tel: (01705) 219900. 


This time of year sees many 
people slipping or falling on 
wet pavements: Peter 
Schweiger, managing director 
of James Taylor & Son, sug- 
gests putting slip-resistant 
sticker soles o onto your shoes if 


kit costs £10 incl p&p; Tel: 
0171-935 4149. 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has produced a 
new scientific talking calcula- 
tor. In a sloping desktop case, 
the calculator-has a key tactile 
membrane which does not de- 
sensitise fingertips, making it 
easier to read braille. It has no 
display but.relies on high qual- 
ity natural speech output which 
can be used with headphones. 
It plugs into a computer or 
printer, and you can choose the 
font size of the printout. £180 
from RNIB Customer Services 
on tel: (0345) 456457. 
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| Access to the Skies is a two-day event supported by the Royal Asso- 
| ciation of Disability and Rehabilitation from 3-4 March at the 
Copthorne Tara Hotel in London. The programme aims to set the 
agenda for improvements in air travel for disabled people. For more 
) information, contact The Waterfront Conference Company, 9 
| Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W OBH, tel: 0171-233 7600. 
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Make a date to visit the 


Important 


_ brand new Independent 
j Oncenen _ Living Show, the 
| 


regional exhibitions 
endorsed by Naidex 


Living with Autism, the annual conference of the Scottish Society for 
) Autistic Children, takes place on 4 March at The Royal College of 


‘Physicians in Edinburgh. For details, contact The Scottish Society 


for Autistic Children, Hilton House, Alloa Business Park, Whins 
Road, Alloa FK10 3SA, tel: (01259) 720044. 


| Somerset County Council is organising a series of disability aware- 


| ness exhibitions in schools to raise awareness of the services avail- 
able in the county. The first is at Bishop Fox’s Community School in 
| Taunton on 12 March. For details, contact Jane Staffiere, County 
Personnel Department, Somerset County Council, County Hall, 


| Taunton, Somerset TA1 4DY, tel: (01823) 355595. 


| The Disabled Photographers’ Society is holding a residential week- 
end at Olympic Village, Stoke Mandeville from 28-31 March. For 
details, contact Mike Birbeck on tel: (01256) 474129. 


_ Are you creative with your com- 


| puter? EUCREA Europe is run- 
| ning an international computer 


———— 


graphics competition for dis- 
abled people. First prize is a 


computer worth over £3,500. 
For details, contact NDAF, Mea 
House, Ellison Place, Newcastle 
NE1 8XS, tel: 0191-261 1628. 


The RICA report on stair lifts 
has been held over until next 
month due to lack of space. 


Sie mes 


Independent Living South West 
Whitchurch Sports Centre, Bristol 


20th-21st March 1997 


( f Fie O4 Independent Living South-East, Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey 
\ ( WY 
wie LY 4 7th-8th August 1997 

.¢ pep Independent Living North, Doncaster Exhibition Centre 

UGS 25th-26th September 1997 

Please send _ _ tickets 
| Name] as a be 
e: Address 


Bringing The Community Together 
endorsed by Naidex Care Management 


* entry £2 without ticket 


PY 


For Anyone Living within 


Independent Living Scotland 
SECC Glasgow 
25th-26th April 1997 


_ Postcode 


Care Management. 
Packed with 100's of 
products and services 
from the leading com- 
panies & organisations, 
it's the place to try, 
compare, choose, 
update and buy. Don't 
miss out, don't miss it. 


Free Ticket Hotline 
01275 836465 


Public & Professionals Welcome 


Independent Living, 
Freepost SWB 118, 


PO Box 513, Bristol, BS99 2BR 


Help wanted 
DISABLED OLDIE, not yet ready to retire, 


would like to contact a disabled person 
to help run a small mail order business 
supplying mainly disabled clients. Share 
home, expense and profits. Should be 
able to drive, somewhat artistic and have 
good sense of humour. Write to TC, 
Shropshire Disability Advice Centre, 15 
Conway Drive, Telford Estate, 
Monkmoor, Shrewsbury SY2 SUA. 


WOULD ANYBODY LIKE to exchange a 
powered portable wheelchair for a BEC 
Sterling scooter in new condition very lit- 
tle tsed? Genuine reason for this request. 
Willing to deliver or view in 
Surrey/Hants or London area. Tel: 
(01252) 27484. 


Position wanted 


FULLY QUALIFIED CARER seeks perma- 
nent position with a disabled person in 
south west London. Hours/pay nego- 
tiable. References held. Tel: 0181-543 
6798 (answerphone). 


PHYSICALLY DISABLED GRADUATE, 32, 
with 11 years experience in public/pri- 
vate sector disability field is looking for 
bona fida homebased work. Contact: 
Box No. 2,000 


Property for rent 
PRETTY BERKS VILLAGE near Newbury. 


Modern three/four bedroom, two bath- 
room house. Creatively designed by 
wheelchair user. Ceiling, hoists, low sur- 
faces. Semi-furnished. Attractive garden 
and stream. £750 per month. Possible 
sale. Tel: (01635) 49711. 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT WANTED urgently 
to assist young man with cerebral palsy 
to live independently. Driver preferred. 
SE London. Tel: 0181-693 6484. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN or similar type 


of vehicle to transport wheelchair pas- 
senger. Tel: 0181-953 1238 (Herts). 


Property for sale 


PETTSWOOD KENT. Three bedroom semi, 
mock tudor style. En suite shower. Two 
loos. Bathroom. Utility. Large garden. 
Price includes Stannah stairlift. Many 
extras. £169,000. Tel: (01689) 824536. 


ONE BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR flat at 
Whinewater Court near Eastbourne. 24- 
hour care. Lounge, kitchen, bathroom. 
Partner or carer can share flat. Over- 
looks communal gardens. Communal 
lounge and bar. £44,500. Contact Roger 
or Pam Tidy on tel: (01323) 811297. 


CHELTENHAM AREA. Three bedroom 
detached bungalow adapted for 
wheelchair user. £110,000. Tel: (01452) 
712454. 


NEAR DUNSTABLE. Four bedroom semi- 
detached bungalow. Wheelchair 
adapted. Quiet location. 
Large kitchen with part low level 
tops/units plus picture window to beau- 
tiful, secluded patio/garden. Adapted 
bedroom with ceiling track for hoist to 
large toilet/shower room. Additional 
bathroom and extended garage. Tel: 
(01582) 862744. 


cul-de-sac 


Services offered 


HOME BASED WORK. Male, 34, experi- 
enced in proof reading, clerical. Can 
travel. Independent. Consider demon- 
strating disability equipment. Tel: 
(01484) 642038. 


1991 (J REG) SEAT TERRA car. Gowrings 
Mobility conversion. Wheelchaig access 
via rear ramp. Seats four others. 34,000 
miles. Full service history. Good condi- 
tion. £3,800. Bereavement. Tel: (0370) 
626419 (Lancs). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4. 1989. 44,000 miles. 
Service history. Rear entry ramp and 
winch. £4,000 ono. Tel: (01323) 509181 
(E Sussex). 


CITROEN ZX 1.9 silver turbo diesel estate. 
Under 3,000 miles. Purchased new Aug 
°96. Used to carry disabled person’s 
scooter without dismantling. Unmarked 


alloy wheels, electric window, sunroof, 
wiper, towbar etc. 
Approximately 50 miles per gallon. 
£12,000. Tel: (01298) 25294. 


rear windscreen 


SUZUKI ALTO D reg automatic car. 32,000 
miles. Excellent condition. Adapted for 
one lady owner who has severe rheuma- 
toid arthritis. Hatchback. Will take a 
hoist and electric wheelchair. £1,400 ono. 
Tel: (01908) 678978. 


ROHO CUSHION as new. £50. Adjustable 
wooden footstool. New £20. Spenco 
cushions £5 each. Tel: (01908) 678978. 


POWER CHAIR. Barrett Gemm KII. Never 
used. Maker’s guarantee. Offers about 
£1,500. Tel: 0181-876 5022 (London). 


CHAIRMAN ROVER METRO 1993. 1,100 cc. 
2,000 miles. Grey. Excellent condition. 
£6,500. Tel: (01753) 671327 (Berks). 


BATHABILITY PORTABLE BATH SEAT. Lift 
with one lever control. Suit weight 10-16 
stone. Hardly used. Price £225 ono. Tel: 
(01785) 713801 (Staffs). 


ESCORT 1.4 LITRE. H reg. 14,000 miles. 
Light power steering. Servo brake. Push- 
pull hand controls. Electric handbrake 
and windows. £5,950. Tel: (01932) 


229636. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR UNUSED with 
charger. Sunrise Medical BEC Horizon. 
Serial number 803563. Delivery included. 
£1,700. Contact Mr Dowson on tel: 0181- 
906 2211 (London). 


NEW POWER CHAIR for sale. F40 large, 
Sunrise Medical indoor/outdoor use. As 
new. Collapsible. Climbs kerbs. Guaran- 
teed. £250 ono. Ramps available. Tel: 
(01222) 514433 (S Glamorgan). 


INTERBILITY WHEELCHAIR HOIST. As new. 
£500. Contact during office hours on tel: 
(01202) 695244. 


SHOPRIDER 12in WHEELCHAIR. Six 
months use. £1,550. Tel: 0181-469 2891. 


BEC 41 ELECTRIC powered wheelchair. 
Good condition. Extra attendant control 
fitted. £600 ono. Tel: (01442) 862410 
(Herts). 


VW TRANSPORTER. E reg. 85,000 miles. 


Manual ramps. Wheelchair clamps. Con- 
verted from new. £3,000. Tel: 0181-693 
6484. 


SUNGIFT 400 DELUX plus extras. Easily 
dismantled. New safety batteries. Immac- 
ulate condition. £2,000. Tel: (01529) 
302914 (Lincs). 


ALEXIS ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Powered 
reclining back and footrests. Immaculate 
condition. Dry cell batteries. £650 ono. 
Tel: (01705) 648268 (Hampshire). 


ELAP SWIVEL SEAT with sub frame for 
Peugeot 205, three door. New — used only 
a few times. £250 ono. Tel: (01920) 
438815. 


FIAT FIORINO EXPLORER. F reg. 7,200 
miles. MOT to July. £4,450. Snip! Seats 
four plus wheelchair user. Tel: (01242) 
517472. 


ESCORT J REG. 12,000 miles. Auto car- 
chair. Power steering. Electric windows. 
One owner. £7,000. Tel: (01723) 891426 
(Yorkshire). 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR (lift and recline). 
One year old. Beige. Cost £900. Accept 
£550 ono. Tel: (01932) 882081 (Surrey). 


MEYRA ELAN OUTDOOR/INDOOR power 
chair. 30 plus mile range. Reclining back. 
Elevating foot rests. Black. Sealed. Batter- 
ies. Right hand controls. 1994. As new. 
£1,500. Tel: (01630) 655825 (Shropshire). 


VESSA VITESSE MARK THREE. One owner. 
Kerb climbers. New gel batteries and con- 
trols. Dropdown back. Very good condi- 
tion. £800. Tel: (01630) 655825 
(Shropshire). 


PUSH-PULL HAND CONTROLS for Vauxhall 
Astra L reg and Metro H reg. £99 each. 
Tel: 0181-809 6610 (London). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Sunrise Medical 
Powertec F50S. Dual controls. Leather 
seat. All extras. Unused. As new condi- 
tion. £3,400. Tel: 0118-947 9615. 


CAR CHAIR SYSTEM consisting of electric 
wheelchair — in/outdoor use with battery 
charger, hydraulic lift to put chair in car, 
C reg Nissan Prairie low mileage (48,000). 
Good condition. £3,500. May separate. 
Tel: (01282) 423145 (Lancs). 


BEC SCORPIO ELECTRIC wheelchair. £700 
ono. Tel: (01292) 280394 (Ayrshire). 


SCOOTER! SHOPRIDER SOVEREIGN 4. Ten 
months old. Hardly used. Metallic bur- 
gundy. Very good condition and owner’s 
manual plus charger. £995 for quick sale. 
Tel: 0181-764 4963 (Surrey). 


VESSA TREKKER MICRO-CAR. Bargain at 
£500 ono including charger and hood. 
Sturdy. 20 mile radius only. Off road. 
View Henley-on-Thames. Tel: (01279) 
505641. 4 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT 230. Straight 13 
stairs. Purchased 12 August 1996. As new. 
£1,410. Tel: (01234) 266388. 


CARMOBILITY TRAVELSEAT. Passenger 
side. 180° swivel. £200. Will deliver. Tel: 
(01234) 266388. 


BATHMASTER POWERED BATHLIFT. Pur- 
chased August 96. As new. £350. Will 
deliver. Tel: (01234) 266388. 


REMPLOY STOWAWAY WHEELCHAIR. 
Folds compact. Purchased 4 October 
1996. As new. £250. Will deliver. Tel: 
(01234) 266388. 


HELPING HAND LUXURY commode. Folds 
flat. Purchased 21 September 1996. As 
new. £75. Will deliver. Tel: (01234) 
266388. 


RENAULT EXTRA G REG. 2,700 miles. 
Poyntings conversion. Rear entry ramp. 
Good condition. £3,500 ono. Tel: (01628) 
30027 (Maidenhead). 


BROMAKIN MANUAL WHEELCHAIR. 
Adjustable. Suit size six-14 years. Perfect 
condition. £500. Tel: 0116-283 8020. 


UNWIN METAL WALKING RAMP. 6ftx21in 
wide. Folds to 3ft. Was £310. Take £155 
ono. Tel: (01703) 898001 (Southampton). 


MEYRA POWER CHAIR in perfect condi- 
tion. £2,000. Tel: 0181-640 2469 (Surrey). 


GETAWAY SCOOTER by Everest Jennings. 
Hardly used. £850 ono. Tel: 0181-668 
1603 (Surrey). 


More for sale ads on page 28 
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MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 
All models wanted and for sale. 


The right one to suit your needs. 
Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


= 
EE 
ORES 


THE WHEELCHAIR ==77. 
WAREHOUSE =" 


THE LARGEST CHOICE 
IN THE UK FOR 


Manual Chairs - Power chairs - Scooters - 
Sports wheelchairs 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING 


SOURCE 
Run by disabled people for disabled people 
SALES, HIRE, REPAIRS & 


MODIFICATIONS UNDERTAKEN 


All makes - Impartial advice given 


The masters 
of mobility 


0181 
569 8955 


Home visits available - Free trials able 
All guarantees honoured Reason - United, 
MOTABILITY — rate Shield Drive, Brentford, 
FINANCE AVAILABLE Middlesex TW8 9EX 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


VEHICLE REGISTER 


LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE YOU 
NEED OR DISPOSING OF YOUR 
EXISTING VEHICLE? 

Register your requirements or vehicle for sale 


with the Wheelchair accessible vehicle register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 


ie) 
ASSESSMENTS 


43 Alexandra Road 
FARNBOROUGH 
Hants 
Tel: 01252 547939 


Scooters: Powerchairs: Lightweight 
Wheelchairs: Seating Systems: 


For full details of this new service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


The Lynx Homecare Products: Rollators: 
Hand Grab Handles: Bath/Toilet Acces- 
Fa j sories: Ramps: 
ontrol... A company run by the disabled — 


Se iver tO 
The ONE fully interchangeable hand for the disabled! 
control, fits the majority of automatic 
cars in only five minutes and takes 
seconds to remove. No adaptation of 
the car is required. Extend your driving 
freedom to test driving, hire cars and 
courtesy car. 


LYNX CAR HIRE — at home or 
abroad — we are agents for most of 
the major hire companies. 


Telephone: 01695 573816 
Lynx ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES 


Had an Accident? Not your fault? 
At NO COST TO YOU we will 
provide you with A Hire Car fitted 
with Lynx controls, pay for the repair 
of your car. Recover other losses, i.e. 
Excess and compensation. The negli- 
gent driver’s insurance will pay all 
reasonable costs. Don’t believe it call 
Freephone and find out more: 


FREEPHONE: 0500 60 60 41 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 
Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates, 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair Prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 


J Reg with Brotherwood £10,000 rear conversion. Fitted 
power steering. Finished in white. In excellent condition 
with service history. £9,995.00. 
GRANGE CARS 
01903 263972 or 
0860 333 920 
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BARGAIN SALE 
GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN 
VISTAS FROM ONLY 
£4,995 
Can seat up to 4 passengers plus 
wheelchair, simple rear entry via ramp, 

complete with w/c security system. 


Ex MEL, Warranty included. Fully 
Serviced and new MoT. 


CALL SUE OR JERRY NOW: 
FREEPHONE: 0800 220878 


SAVE £2,000.00! Un-registered Renault 
Trafic demonstrator, approx 600 miles only. 
Full conversion with 5 seats and one 
wheelchair place with ramp access. ONLY 
£10,820.00. 

INTERBILITY LTD 01438 747448. 


Are you a Wheelchair User? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver and carer? 


A Chairman Car Ring us FREE on 
means no more { 0800 220878 Rielg 


transferring, no more } your full colour 
lifting, just i information pack. 
t ne 


travelling with the. & ° | <i 
family, wheneve Be 
YOU CHOOSE, gro F : 
in comfort 
Pa 
GOWRINGS 
MOBILITY 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustable massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


for lifting wheelchairs, scooters 
and people into cars 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER 
Ring 01629-813493 
for brochure or free demo. 


http;//www.demon.co.uk/autochair 
Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, Bakewell DE4 1DX 


ELAP ROTATING CAR passenger seat. 
Suits Ford Fiesta. Seldom used. £300 
ono. Tel: (01259) 214473 
(Clackmannanshire, Scotland). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR LIFT for 
domestic use at home to access first 
floor. Excellent condition. £2,600 ono. 
Tel: (01243) 532342 (W Sussex). 


T REG MINI CLUBMAN paravan GC. One 
year MOT. £700. Roho cushion. 17in 
Unused. £100. Tel: (01296) 81603. 


WESSEX VERTICAL LIFT for sale. Tel: 
0181-997 4332 (London). 


GENTLE LIFT RECLINING CHAIR. Fully 
motorised. Suitable for disabled person. 
Hardly used. Original price £1,235. 
Now £950. Available in Ealing, London. 
Tel: (01865) 512978. 


CAR SEAT. Passenger rotating for 
Vauxhall car. Tel (afternoons): (01267) 
275306. 


92J FORD ESCORT, 1.4 litre, and 
Constables attendant car chair system 
lifts. Never used. Plus wheelchair into 
passenger side. Silver hatchback. 45,000 
miles. One owner. £6,000 ono. Tel: 
(01488) 71775 (Berks). 


TERRA SEAT H REG. 36,000 miles. 900cc. 
£2,500. Constable conversion. Ramps 
etc. Two passengers. Tel: 0181-290 6552 
(Bromley). 


BISON BEDE STAIRLIFT. Never used due 
to bereavement. Straight stair. Swivel 
seat. £1,300 ono. Tel: (01275) 373292 
(Somerset). 


INTERBILITY RAMPS AND CLAMPS. Suit 
VW Caravelle. £375. Tel: (01732) 840027 
(Kent). 


POWERTEC F40 WHEELCHAIR. Used 
twice. Excellent condition with battery 
charger and accessories. £1,800 ovno. 
Tel: (01562) 631401 (Worcs). 


1992 COUNTRYMAN BATTERY CAR, 
£1,500 ono. Good condition. Includes 
charger and shopping trolley. Excellent 
all-terrain vehicle. Tel: (01462) 686772 
(Herts). 


ATT/CARCHAIR CONSTABLE. Two years 
old. Suit Rover/Fiesta. Can install if 
required or demonstrate. £1,850. Tel: 
(01332) 553314. 


FIAT EXPLORER K REG. 12,243 miles. 
Ramp for wheelchair access. MOT until 
September. Electric winch. Bereavement 
reason for sale. £4,995. Tel: 0114-269 
2493 (Sheffield). 


SHINE TRANSIT WHEELCHAIR in very 
good condition. Used three times. £200. 
Tel: (01223) 247949 (Cambridge). 


RENAULT H TOP CAMPER. 1987. Adapted 
to carry one wheelchair user plus five 
able-bodied people. Usual fittings (sink, 
fridge, hob, curtains, chairs etc). Also 
side ramp, electric winch, top box. 
£6,500. Tel: (01933) 357898 (Northants). 


NISSAN VANETTE. H reg. 2 litre diesel. 
Various seating options as rear seats are 
removable. Ramps and clamps. Can take 
two wheelchair passengers. £4,750 ono. 
Tel: (01884) 255524 (Devon). 


CAMPER VAN. TOYOTA. 1600cc. 28 miles 
per gallon. 48,000 miles. Tel: (01473) 
221607. 


In a Crisis 
Whatever you're going through, 
we'll go through it with you. 
Please phone, visit or write 


The . 
Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 
The Samaritans is a Registered Charity providing 
Confidential and Emotional Support. 
Charity No. 219432 


ind-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
| Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


Leith ad ee deed 9 | eit S) 


t 
(ia West J Ge aS De ce of tla |- Se | Legal | (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


Ads cost £4 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


pON reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Dating Agency for 
people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able-bodied persons. 
Ring now on 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 
Handidate, The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


For personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £5 payable to 
Disability Now with you 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


ATTRACTIVE LADY AMPUTEE, late 30s, 
single, good figure caring, 
intelligent, fun-loving gentleman for 
correspondence and occasional outings. 


Box No. 028 


seeks 


45-YEAR-OLD HONEST, 
Wolverhampton man with sense of 
humour. I have limited walking ability 
due to osteo-arthritis. I enjoy art, 
socialising and I drive my own car. I’m 
seeking a female non-smoker, 30-45, for 
friendship, possibly more. Similar area. 
Box No. 029 


caring, 


TALL MAN WITH MS. Early 50s. Looking 
for a caring lady who is as lonely as me 
up to 50. South coast. Own large house. 
Please look. Box No. 030 


GAY GUY, 42, slight disability but fully 
mobile. Ambulant. Would like to meet 
other disabled guys for lasting 
friendship, hopefully also relationship. 
Enjoys music, travel, conversation, food, 
wine and cinema. Open-minded, easy- 
going, genuine. Own home, car, job. 
South coast/anywhere. Box No. 031 


SINGLE DISABLED ROMAN Catholic 
female, 29-years-old. Seeks male, 
preferably able-bodied and Catholic, for 
fun and friendship and maybe more. I’m 
a wheelchair user who needs loads of 
tender loving care. So if you are between 
29-40 years of age and have never been 
married get writing. Let’s have some fun. 
Photo appreciated. All letters answered. 
Box No. 032 


MALE, SINGLE, 48. Registered blind. 
Likes music, travel, country walks, quiet 
lifestyle. Would like to meet a kind, 
loving, sincere female for long-term 
relationship. Box No. 033 


WIDOW AGED 57. Partially disabled, 
sometime wheelchair user. I live in a 
living independent unit. I am a caring 
person. I enjoy watching tv and have an 
interest in nature. I also like reading, 
embroidery and listening to country 
music. Box No. 034 


TRIVIA TEASERS 
ANSWERS 

1. The Referendum Party 

2. Tim Rice 3. Spicy sausage - 
4, Al Pacino 5. South Africa 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
_ Across: 1. Standard 7. Raise _ 
8. Orchid 9, Basket 10. In — 


red 


Disabilitynow March 1997 


Oar 


Classified 29 


RSE CY 


Personal 


) HI GIRLS. [ am Richard, disabled, 28. 
Looking for you able-bodied or not to 
make friends with to talk, walk, go to the 
pub, cinema and have a laugh or two as 
friends. | am not a wheelchair user. Only 
London area please. Box No. 037 


—_— 


EARLY RETIRED PROPERTY manager. 
Modern detached house in Lincolnshire 
village. Car and walking stick user 
(divorced). Would like to meet a 
Christian lady aged 50-55. Interests: 
Celtic folk music, travel, crafts, antiques, 
writing etc. Box No. 038 


1AM DOMINIC. I have cerebral palsy. I can 
walk and talk. I have difficulty climbing 
stairs without a hand rail. I like 
travelling, walking, swimming, cooking 
and meeting people. I am looking for a 
friend who lives in the Borough of 
Lambeth. Box No. 039 


1 AM 34, totally blind and would like to 
tape correspond for friendship, possibly a 
relationship, with males between 30-40, 
disabled or able-bodied, living in the 
Southampton area. I have a wonderful 
sense of humour and a wide range of 
interests including listening to the radio, 
comedy and music. I especially love 
reading and I also like to get out and 
about. Box No. 040 


PM STILL SEEKING that ideal permanent 
lady friend. Middle aged with varied 
interests. Contact me soon please. I am 
47, a scientist, an Asian from Africa. Iam 
interested in many subjects including 
chess and visiting different places. Box 
No. 041 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. If 


you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2 


Personal continued 
on page 31 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park, 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room, Sunrise 
Bay Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, 
Dyfed, SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394 


SCOTTISH BORDERS 
Delightful stone built cottages in beautiful 
surroundings. Tourist Board 5 
Crowns/Commended and unassisted 
wheelchair access. Sleeps 6. Ideal for 
family. Long weekend and short weeks 

available. Tel: 01450 860678. 


WINGED FELLOWSHIP TOURS 


Overseas holidays for people with disabilities. 
Holland. Eire. Channel Islands. France. Switz. 
Norway. Czech. Majorca. USA ete. Prices include 
flights, travel in adapted vehicles, accessible 
accommodation, nurse/couriers. Also UK budget 
“Discovery” holidays. All destinations accessible. 
Brochure from Gary Day: 0171 833 4579 ext. 122. 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 
Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool with hoist, 

restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring today for cheapest 
prices on flights. Video available. 


ALGARVE — PORTUGAL 
Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with swimming pools 
or small friendly hotel with adapted rooms. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. Tel: 
01753) 685718. ; 
ontracted to ATOL agents. 


New low summer prices 


CORNWALL - Trehalvin Residential Home 
Comfortable Double/Single rooms, Help Button, 
CTV. Home Cooked Food, Care. Holidays & Respite. 
From £225. Experienced Learning Difficulty. ALSO 
single storey Cottage, sleeps 4, for semi/independent 
holidays. From £150. Swimming Pool & BBQ. 

Tel: 01503 240334. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


High quality furnished ground floor apartment in the 
Yorkshire Wolds, close to Scarborough, Bridlington, 
Filey and within easy reach of Whitby and York. 
Wheelchair accessible. 

For details of prices please telephone Enid Bekker 
on 01377 267331 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 


Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible luxury 
bungalows overlooking lake and set within 38 acres of 
glorious countryside. Many on-site facilities including 
tea room/shop. Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


ESCAPE THE WINTER — COME 

TO THE SUNNY ALGARVE 
Self catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire 
with hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving 

courses and other sporting and leisure facilities, 
David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve, 
Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Portugal. 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 
Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


Waltham Forest Shopmobility Steering Group 
seek to appoint a part-time 


Consultant to set up a Shopmobility Scheme 


Suitably qualified and experienced people and/or organisations 


interested in tendering for this consultancy should contact 
Tel: 0181 527 5544 extn. 6326 Minicom 0181 524 4360 Fax 0181 524 8960 


Please leave your name and address and you will be sent a form 


and outline brief. Forms must be returned by 14/3/97 


Shortlisted applicants will be sent full details and invited to submit bids. 


Conference 


The Disability Research Unit and 
the Disability Press 


in the 
School of Sociology and Social Policy 
at the 


University of Leeds 


‘Doing Disab 


resent 


ility Research’ 


A two day international conference spread over three days to explore the experience, 
implications, and practicalities of emancipatory disability research to be held at 
Weetwood Hall Hotel, Otley Road, Leeds, on: September 3-5, 1997. 
Speakers will include (in alphabetical order) Mike Oliver, Mark Priestley and 
David Gibbs, Anne Rae, Marcia Rioux, Tom Shakespeare, Emma Stone, Ayesha 
Vernon, Linda Ward, Richard Wood, Gerry Zarb 
Conference fee: 2 days inclusive of morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea - 
£110.00; or with 2 nights accommodation, en suite facilities and full English 
Breakfast - £275.00 
(Weetwood Hall is a 4 Crown, highly commended hotel, and the venue for the 
hugely successful ‘Accounting for Illness and Disability: Exploring the Divide’ 
seminar held in April 1995) 

Further information and application forms are available from Colin Barnes and 
Geof Mercer 


The Disability Research Unit, The School of Sociology and Social Policy 
The University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT 
Tel: 0113 2334414 or 0113 2334413 


HISTORIC 
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED 


_ Discover the secret kingdom. 
Enjoy spectacular views over Berwick, 
River Tweed, Cheviots, North East Coast 
to Holy Island, 
Explore the borders and Edinburgh. 
Ground floor suite with disabled facilities 
_and direct access to car park. 
Intimate lounge bar and dining room 
overlooking pleasant gardens. 
Home cooking. Courtesy car to station. 
Barry Hazel Hall 
Meadow Hill Guest House 
Duns Road 
Berwick-Upon-Tweed 
TD15 1UB 


. 
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“Hacienda-el-Miguel” the 
Costa Blanca. Disabled friendly 
Holiday Apartment for up to 6. 
Suitable for 4 adults plus 2 
children (max). Ring or write 
soon to avoid disappointment. 
Mick Benford, Holiben, 23 West Way, Kettering 
NN15 7LE. Tel: (01536) 523591. 


DORDOGNE 
Wheelchair friendly self catering holiday 
cottage in the beautiful Foret de la Doble with 
the groundfloor especially designed for 
disabled people. Sleeps 8. Exclusive use of 
pool. English owners close by. Phone/fax Clive 
or Jan Pyke for details (0033) 5 53 82 42 05. 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 


3 Cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 


McLoughlin (01558) 823059 for brochure. 


St Leonards, Sussex 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven Site. 
For colour brochure, tel: Shepway 
MS. (01303) 251352 


NEED ACCESSIBLE HOLIDAY 
TRANSPORT? 


Any Size * Any Number ¢ Anywhere 
Also Self-Drive 


Able Line — Tel: 01792 645368 


Specially selected for disabled people, self- 
catering properties throughout UK. Tourist 
Board graded. Personally inspected. Details 
from Sian, “Holidays for You and Me”, 
Caerau Bach Croesgoch, Haverfordwest, 
Pembrokeshire SAG2 5JU. Tel: 01348 837833 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quarters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE - Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley Waterside 

House has a holiday atmosphere. 16 single and 5 twin 
rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. Parker bath. Variable 
height beds. CTV. Lounge. Bar. Trips and food included. 
Registered with Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers 
carers. From £235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company, 
specializing in both new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled driver, 

passenger or group transport. 

Take advantage of savings while the pound is 
strong against the dollar. 
Write:VanFare, USA, 11 School St, Essex, MA 
01929 USA. Phone: 001 508 768 6228. Fax: 001 
508 768 6404. E-mail: vanfare @tiac.net 
http://www.tiac.net/users/vanfare 


Bonneuil Holiday Cottages 


— Designed for people with disabilities in mind — 
Own an idyllic holiday cottage in rural south west France. 
Bonneuil Holiday Cottages is a unique UK owned farmstead 
development project — site to include 6 cottages, large 
covered swimming pool, river fishing and tennis courts. 
Prices range from £28,000 per cottage. 
For further details contact: Bonneuil Holiday Cottages, 53 
Woodville Road, Mumbles, Swansea SA3 4AE 


S.E. SPAIN 


Purpose built ground floor holiday apartments. Two 
bedrooms, pool, patio area, shower chair, hoist. 
Towels/Linen included. 

Sandy beaches, relaxing and pleasant holiday for 


Disabled person and their Carer. 

Please write/phone/fax: Lisa Fowler, RAYMAR, 
Unit 1, Fairview Estate, Reading Road, Henley-on- 
Thames, Oxon. RG9 1HE. 

Telephone: 01491 578446; Fax: 01491 413741 


GAER COTTAGES 


“1993 HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family with an 
emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 6 of the 9 traditional 
Welsh stone cottages are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room Open ALL 
YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
01570 470275 
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 
Nethybridge in Strathspey 
Two original forest village cottages, beautifully restored, 
fully inspected, personally run, and much enjoyed by 


wheelchair users. Lots of character, peace and quiet, 
garden, pets welcome. 


central heating, log fire, fenc 
Also providing wheel-in shower, telephone, dishwasher, 


microwave, freezer. Full domestic _ specifications 
available and comprehensive Access Guide to local 
attractions. 

Tel/Fax: Mrs Valery Dean on 01479 821642 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users and their 
families. Rural setting with superb views, Dogs welcome 

Wood burning stoves and daily meal service 


Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 41Z. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, GROUPS 
& INDIVIDUALS: SELF CATERING, COTTAGES, 
GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales Tourist Board 3 
Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, JACUZZI, 
THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, POTTERY & MUSIC 
ROOMS, OUTDOOR, ACTIVITIES 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


Sand and Sea —- SOUTHPORT 
“Sandpipers” overlooks Southport’s Marine lake/beaches. 
Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, Alton Towers. 
Accessible holiday centre. 12 single rooms. 12 twin 
rooms. Help buttons. Indoor swimming pool. CTV. Bar. 
From £250 pw — food, full care/volunteer help included. 
Registered with Social Services. Most physical disabilities 
catered for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


SEAWICK HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE 


For Wheelchair Friendly Holidays on the 
South Coast. 
All facilities on ground level 
“NO STEPS’’. 

FREE Club Membership - 3 Clubhouses 
Indoor Heated Pool - Nightly Top Line 
Entertainment. 

Childrens Play Area - Wheelchair Access 
to Beach. 

Also, Parking directly on The Beach. 
FULLY ADAPTED & FITTED 
LUXURY 1996 MOBILE HOME 
from just £75.00 per week, 
for up to 6 people. 

Tel: 01708 863198 for further details. 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 

check claims with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 


CENTRAL BRITTANY 
FARMHOUSE 


with excellent ground floor facilities 
for wheelchair users. Resident 
English 
owner. For brochure contact Peter 
Davies, 94 Church Road, Stretton, 
Burton upon Trent DE13 OHE. 
Tel: (01283) 543743. 


“Campus” Holidays - Cambridge 
Self catering breaks for 
independent/semi-independent tourists 
in Cambridge. Accessible rooms. Level 
access/wheelchair height amenities. 
Adjustable toilets/basins. Parker bath. 
Shared kitchen. Wide corridors/electric 
doors. Shared use paravan. CTV. 
Payphone. Personal help buttons. 
Wheelchair charging. Mobile hoists. 
Adjustable beds. Volunteer support. 
For brochure 
01223 311416. 


Brittany Cottage (0 let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 

Details C. Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 
454300. 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop park 
with “excellent” status, New Milton, Hampshire. 
Excellent site facilities within 100 yds. with 
indoor/outdoor pools; restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, two bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible log cabin accommodation. Sleeps 6, well 
furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT 
HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 


Park with “good” status, Goodrington Sands, Devon. 
Excellent site facilities within short walk, with 
indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well appointed. 
Free club membership. (Purchased with funds from 
the National Lottery). 

MILDENREATH 


HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 

Excellent seasidez’ site with good facilities, just 
outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, clubhouse, 
indoor pool. Fully equipped and wheelchair 
accessible 2 bedroom chalet accommodation. Sleep 6 
— well furnished and comfortable. Free club 
membership. 

Details: Mr P. Cash 01425 672055 — Bournemouth 
Spina Bifida Association, registered charity No. 
261914. 


DEVON — Converted barn 


Next to owner in beautiful Teign valley. 
Specially designed for wheelchair users. 
Lift to 1st floor, wide doors, wheel-in shower. 
Sleeps 4. Pets welcome. 


Tel: 0164 724445 
JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 


Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby, 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorised hoists. Bar. 
Conservatory. Coffee lounge. Visits/entertainment 
included. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support. 
Social Services registered. From £235 pw. For 
brochure call: 0171 833 4579 ext. 132. 


Holidays in Lakeland. Nr Penrith. Category 2, 
carefully restored self-catering barn. Sleeps 
4/6. ETB 3 keys, commended. Away from 
crowds but well-placed for northern Lakes, 
Pennines and Eden Valley. Open all year. 
Telephone 01768 892596. 


SCOPE IN FELIXSTOWE 
Respite holidays for the disabled and 
carers. 5/6 berth caravan 400 yards 
from Felixstowe sea front and 
promenade. 

Details and bookings for 1997 
Please contact: Jim Bone, 

20 Victoria Street, 
Felixstowe IP11 7EW 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some rooms. All in 
a comfortable, friendly country house hotel set in several 
acres of natural grounds, nine miles from the ancient city of 
Norwich, offering excellent opportunities for exploring the 
countryside and coastline of East Anglia 


Book now for Autumn and Winter Breaks, 
Christmas and New Year. 


Ring 01508 489324 


Holidays in France for the disabled 
Auberge de la Tour 


Small, family run guest house in Loire 
Valley/Vendee area of France. English qualified 
nurse proprietor. On full board holidays all 
transportation costs from ferry/airport and daily 
outings are inclusive, and respite care is 
available at no extra charge. 
For brochure contact 
Mr and Mrs Bartlam, 40 Rue St Eloi, 
Courtlay 79440, Deux Sevres, France, 
tel (0033) 49.72.25.37. 
English contact no 01395 267084 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 
Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 

Recently rebuilt specifically for people 
with disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 

including two in wheelchairs. Great 

views; good touring centre; easy 


parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“SKYLARKS” - Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre re-opens in August after 


£1.6m refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. Bar. Help 
buttons. Free trips/excursions. Nurses/volunteer 
support. Prices from £245 pw — including food/care. 
For brochure, please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132 


Form Wdlicknys 


Glebe Farm, Charles, Brayford, 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon 
EX32 7PT 
Tel: 01598 710241 
Fax: 01598 710813 
EMail Boddington@easynet.co.uk 
Self-catering holiday cottages 
sleeping 2-6 people. 

Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Out of season breaks. 
Please ring for our brochure. 


BEAUTIFUL ARRAN 
Magnificent location, peace, comfort, good food 
— all you could wish for in a guest house, but 
with many extras for those special holiday 
needs. Fully accessible accommodation and a 
wide range of equipment and_ services, 
sensitively and discretely provided. Holidays 
tailored to suit individual needs. You can enjoy a 
holiday on Arran whatever your level of activity, 
and it's nearer than you think! For brochure and 
full details contact Graham and Barbara 
Williams, Strathwhillan House, Brodick, Isle of 
Arran KA27 8BQ. Tel: 01770 302331. Winner of 
Holiday Care Award 1995. 


Country House Holidays - SURREY 
Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with 
purpose-built extension. 26 single en-suite rooms. 5 
twin rooms. Licensed Bar. CTV. Conservatory. Lovely 
gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer 
support. Day trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland 
etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. For 
information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132 


DRUMDELGIE HOUSE AND COTTAGES 
By Huntly in beautiful Grampian. Superb views 
over Strathbogie on both castle and whisky trails. 
One cottage fully adapted for wheelchair use. 
Serviced or self-catering. Eve meals, Licensed, 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 crown commended. 
Brochure (01466) 760368. 
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A-D-0-0O-R 
Disability Equality Agency 
seeks p/t facilitator of new youth 
project in N and NE London, 
for 15-20 hours per month 
(mainly evenings), 
at £8.50 per hour. 

Call 


0181 446 6648 


for details and application. 


RENT FREE 
ACCOMMODATION 


Gay man with mild learning and physical 
disabilities seeks same sex housemate. 
Under 36. 
SOUTH EAST LONDON AREA 
Offer includes Free electricity and gas in 
return for domestic and social support and 


friendship. 


Call 0171 771 5261 


For application form and job summary 
Scale 5 £13,581 


37.5 hours per week 

Based at Barnoldswick CAB 
Fixed term 12 months 

This post carries responsibility for all 
aspects of the Disability Project and 
for the administration of training 
programmes for the District Service. 
Applications from disabled people are 
positively welcomed and we will seek to 
meet your needs. 

For an application pack please send an 
A4 S.A.E. to: The Manager, Pendle 
C.A.B., 2 Duke Street, Colne. BB8 OSU. 
Closing date: 6 March 1997 
Interview date: 19 March 1997 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the 
Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 

12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 

Tel: 0171-252 1362 
Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


Services offered 


Disabled Accountant 


works from home and prepares 
accounts for self-employed people 
and small businesses for taxation 
purposes, Can obtain tax rebates if 
applicable. Fees reasonable. 
Consultations are free. 


Tel: 01279 415 664 


PERFIT 


For A Perfect Fit 
(Clothing For Disabled People) 
Alterations to ready-made clothing to FIT you. 
Commissions undertaken by London designer 
for any item of clothing made to YOUR 
requirements. 


Details: 
Mrs G. Whitling - Tel: 01233 633550 
(South East Area) 


KITCHENS — We can design and 
supply a kitchen to meet your specific 
needs with a range of styles certain to 

satisfy your individual taste. Luxury 
combined with practicality at a price 
you can afford. For a Free Design and 
Planning Service Phone: 
Complete Installation Services 
01902 398778. Fax: 01902 398779. 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 


CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


SPINAL INJURIES ASSOCIATION 
ASSISTANT INFORMATION OFFICER 


SIA, the leading national organisation for spinal cord injured people requires 
an Assistant Information Officer to work in its busy Information 
Department. 

You will need to have a keen interest in disability issues, an ability to 
communicate well by letter and telephone, and enjoy dealing with people. 
Experience of disability preferable. 

Main duties include handling and processing post and telephone enquiries on 
issues ranging from basic information on spinal cord injury to housing and 
benefit enquiries. The postholder will also be required to carry out reception 
and administrative duties and must be keen to learn to use a computer for 
word processing and database entry (training given). 

Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday. Salary: £9,000pa. SIA’s offices 


are fully accessible. 
For a Job Information Pack contact the Spinal Injuries Association, 76 St 


James’s Lane, Muswell Hill, London N10 3DF. 


(Tel: 0181 444 2121). 


B 
Closing date for applications: 14th March 1997. SC] 
Registered Charity No: 1054097 


because life. needn't stop when you're paralysed 


DONCASTER RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 


We are a women-only Collective, seeking to fill the following posts. Applicants will work as 
Collective members, demonstrate support for women and children who have been subjected to 
sexual violence and be committed to working in an anti-oppressive way. There is a counselling 
element to all posts, for which training can be given. These posts are on a three year fixed contract, 
starting July °97. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES WORKER/COUNSELLOR 

(2 posts on a job-share basis). 

Salary: £13,581 pa (pro-rata). Ref. A 

Applicants should be familiar with equal opportunities legislation and practice, experienced 

in developing and providing services for marginalised groups. 


ADMINISTRATIVE WORKER/COUNSELLOR 
(2 posts to provide full-time cover on a job-share basis). 
Salary: £13,581 pa (pro-rata). Ref. B 

This position involves responsibility for the administrative work of the organisation including use 
of appropriate software and dealing with helpline calls. 

Black and disabled women are particularly encouraged to apply as they are under 
represented in the organisation. Unfortunately our premises are only partially wheelchair 
accessible, at present. 


Funded by 
For an application pack please write to: 
DRSACC, c/o Community House, 7 Netherall Road, 
Doncaster DN1 2PH, enclosing large self-addressed ) 
envelope (no stamp required) and stating whether ref. A or B. 
Completed application form to be returned by 28/3/97 NATIONAL 
Advertised in accordance with section 7(2)(e) of the (e 


Sex Discrimination Act 1976. BOARD 


WYRE FOREST CITIZEN ADVOCACY 


2 PART-TIME SELF ADVOCACY 
DEVELOPMENT WORKERS 


18 hours per week 
3 year project — salary £13,581 p.a. pro rata 
@ Are you enterprising and enthusiastic about getting peoples voices heard? 


@ Could you apply your creativity to the rights and interests of vulnerable 
people? 

We are a well established, registered charity looking for 2 part-time 
co-ordinators who will start a new project to set up Self Advocacy groups for 
people with learning disabilities throughout the Wyre Forest district. The jobs 
will include facilitating some groups and training and recruiting volunteer 
facilities. 

Some evening work expected. 

Flexible hours. Car driver essential. 
This project is funded by the 
National Lottery Charities Board 


For application form and job description please send a large, 
first class SAE to: 
CATHERINE QUEKETT 
Wyre ForEsT CITIZEN ADVOCACY 
BURGAGE LODGE, 184 FRANCHE ROAD 
KIDDERMINSTER, Worcs DY11 5AD 

Closing date for applications is Friday 14th March 1997 
Interviews to be held on Thursday 10th April 1997 


J 


NATIONAL 
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BOARD 


a leading centre 
for teaching & research 


PROJECT SECRETARY 
£10,743 to £11,529 pa 


A full time Project Secretary is required, for two years minimum, to join the South 
West Regional Access Centre on the Plymouth site. The service supports students 
with disabilities and requires flexibility of approach and a commitment to an ethos 
of equal opportunities and confidentiality. 


This is a challenging post which requires good interpersonal and organisational 
skills together with a sound understanding of administration and financial 
procedures. Knowledge and experience of computer based office systems are 
essential. You will have A levels or equivalent with two years relevant experience, 
preferably gained in a caring environment. 

We would particularly welcome applications from people with disabilities who are 
currently underrepresented at the University of Plymouth. This post is open to 
applications for job share. 

Closing date: Wednesday 12 March 1997. 

For further details and an application form call 01752 232168 or write 
(quoting post reference 2147/ACSVC and title) to: ‘ 
The Personnel Department, University of Plymouth, Drake Circus, Plymouth 
PL4 8AA. 


Promoting equal opportunities 


Disabilitynow March 1997 


Aim HI 
Helping Hearing-Impaired People 


FAMILY SUPPORT EXECUTIVE - Wandsworth 

APT & C Grade 33-38 (£21546-£24252 inc. L.W.) Full time 35 hrs pw 
National Lottery Charities Board funding enables Aim HI to make this new appointment, 
from April, to deliver and coordinate support, advice and counselling to deaf children and 
their families. Applicants must have Sign Language skills to level 2 or better, awareness of 
deaf issues, counselling skills/experience and excellent interpersonal and organisational 
abilities. Experience of social work issues, including work with parents would be an 
advantage. 
Send your letter of application with C.V. to: 
Peter Merrifield, c/o Oak Lodge School, 101 Nightingale Lane, London SW12 8NA 


Tel: 0181-673-3453. Fax: 0181-673-9397. Closing date: 10th March 


You will need leadership potential and 


FASTAFRACK 


— a development programme for 
disabled people of graduate 
calibre. We offer: 


M@ a salary of £12,000 pa 


the flexibility and communication skills 
to succeed in a variety of demanding 
roles. 


If you feel that employers see your 
disability but. ignore your abilities, 
contact Scope for an application pack: 
Fast-Track 

16 Fitzroy Square, London W1P 6LP 


Tel: 0171 387 9571 

Minicom: 0171 388 7065 

Fax: 0171 388 9775 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: 
17 MARCH 1997 


Scope is a registered charity, No 208231 


@ 12 months contract of 
employment 

@ secondments 
with some of the country’s 
biggest companies, such 
as Midland Bank, 
Northern Foods, 
NatWest and many others 


@ training 


ACCESS ADVISOR 
£18,571 
35 hours per week 


Disability North is seeking an access advisor to implement a two year project 

in Newcastle upon Tyne funded by the National Lottery Charities Board. 

The post holder will be part of a team of advice workers based in a purpose 

built centre which houses a range of services related to disability issues. 

The main purpose of the project is to promote access issues with voluntary 

organisations and community groups in the city. This will be achieved via 

the provision of information and advice, and the development and 

implementation of a range of training opportunities. 

The successful candidate will have experience of advising on access issues, 

providing training, effective project management skills and good 

interpersonal skills. You will be working as part of a team with Funded by 

a commitment to implementing a proactive approach to access 

issues in the city. 

Please send for further information, indicating if you need information in large 

print or on tape to Mrs K. Bartlett, Disability North, The Dene Centre, Castle 

Farm Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 1PH. Voice: 0191 284 0480, Minicom YQi1ONAE 
CHARITIES 

BOARD 


at the Dene Centre 


0191 285 7261, Fax: 0191 213 0910. Sere 
Closing date: 21st March 1997. 


say 


USER EMPOWERMENT PROJECT 
CO-ORDINATOR 


The Leonard Cheshire Foundation, a leading care provider for people with 
disabilities, offers a range of services through its Care at Home Services, 
respite care, day services and residential Homes. The Foundation currently 
provides services for approximately 8,500 people. 


A grant has been received from the National Lotteries Charity Board to 
run a UK-wide project to empower the Foundation’s service users. The 
principle aim of the project is to assist disabled people in developing their 
self confidence and acquiring skills in management. 


The Project Co-ordinator must have personal experience of disability and, 
because of the nature of the job, preference will be given to a disabled 
person. The Co-ordinator must have management experience including 
training and budgetary control. Considerable travel will be involved in this 
post which can be based anywhere in the United Kingdom. The Co- 
ordinator will report to a Director based in London. 


The post will be on a three year fixed contract. Salary will be £25,000 pa 
and a car and/or appropriate assistance with travel will be provided. A 
contributory pension scheme is available. 


For further details and an application form please write to: 
Judy Douch, Personnel Officer, 

The Leonard Cheshire Foundation, 

26-29 Maunsel Street, London SW1P 2QN. 

Tel: 0171 828 1822 Fax: 0171 976 5704 


Closing date for receipt of applications: 17 March 1997 
Interviews will be held on: 3 and 4 April 1997 


Registered Charity No: 218186 
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fe WECIL 


West of England Centre for Integrated Living 


Requires a disabled person as 


Personal Assistant 


Employment Advisor 
Salary: £17,055-£18,180 P.A. (full-time) 

To advise, support and empower Disabled people to set 

up their own Self Operated Personal Assistance Schemes. 
Closing date: Friday 14 March 
Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd., 
Leinster Avenue, Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR. Tel: 
(0117) 983 9839 (voice and minicom). 
WECIL is an equal opportunities employer and particularly 
welcomes applications from Disabled people who _ face 
simultaneous oppression (e.g. Black Disabled people, Disabled 
Lesbians and Gay Men, etc). 


The rpheus Centre 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


The Orpheus Centre is a new residential arts centre (currently under 
construction at Godstone in Surrey) where disabled people and non- 
disabled people will create music and drama together. The Artistic Director 
will have overall responsibility for the creative output, education and 
outreach programmes. An opportunity for an experienced animateur to open 
and run a ground-breaking Arts Venue with a unique approach. Salary: 
£24,000 a year. 


Application details from: 


Richard Stilgoe, Director, The Orpheus Trust, Trevereux Manor, 
Limpsfield Chart, Oxted, Surrey RH8 OTL. 
Telephone: 01883 730600 Facsimile: 01883 730800 


DIRECTOR 


up to £25,000 pa i Po f 
(inc London Weighting) C 
This person will have confidence, flair and imagination, as 

well as the skills necessary to bring the philosophy of 

inclusion into the public arena. 

This is a newly created post, (funded by the National Lottery Charities Board) to head up 
a young and energetic charity at an exciting and challenging stage in its development. Set 
up by a group of parents in London in 1984, Parents for Inclusion provides support to 
parents of children with Special Educational Needs who wish their children to take part in 

the ordinary normal life of the community. This includes being taught with other young 

people in ordinary schools. 


We are looking for someone to promote the organisation nationally, to support the project 
workers, to develop the Helpline, and to initiate long term funding strategy. 


Parents for Inclusion is committed to equal opportunities, and welcomes applications from 

disabled people. Our office in Vauxhall is fully accessible with ample car parking space. 

Please send A4 S.A.E. for an application form (Print/Large Print/Bralle/Tape available) to: 

Parents for Inclusion, Unit 2, 70 South Lambeth Rd, London SW8 1RL. Closing date: 
Wednesday, 19th March 1997. 


oluntary AA ction ¢ amden 


CAN YOU TAKE US HIGHER AND HIGHER??.... 


We need a new 


DIRECTOR 


Salary scale: PO4/5 


(starting salary £26,190 [including Inner London Weighting] 
rising by six annual increments to £29,856) 


... aS Our Current boss is leaving for fresh challenges. We need 
to replace her with somebody who can continue to lead 
Camden’s Council for Voluntary Service with flair and ability. 
Amongst your first tasks will be raising the public profile and 
awareness of our work and the services we offer. 


Your skills, knowledge and experience will enable you to 


contribute strong motivation for staff, promote the aims and 
objectives of VAC, provide strategic planning to take the 
organisation forward and to develop and maintain effective 
networks, communications and partnerships across the 
statutory, voluntary and private sectors. 


Closing date: 24 March 1997. 


If you are interested in a challenging and demanding but 
rewarding job contact Voluntary Action Camden for further 
details and an application form. 


VAC, Instrument House, 207-215 King’s Cross Road, London 
WC1X 9DB. Tel: 0171 837 5544. Fax: 0171 837 5731. 


Voluntary Action Camden is an equal opportunities employer 
and positively welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community. The building is accessible. VAC has a no-smoking 
policy. We particularly welcome applications from disabled and 
Asian candidates as these groups are currently unrepresented 
on our staff. 


Recruitment 


RESEARCH WITH DISABLED CHILDREN (2 Posts) 
Two full time post-doctoral Research Assistants are required for two years 
for a qualitative study of disabled children’s experiences and perspectives, 
funded by ESRC. One post is based at the Disability Research Unit, 
University of Leeds, the other at the Department of Public Health Sciences, 
University of Edinburgh, both commencing May Ist. These posts will be 
salaried at spinal point 6 of the RAIA scale (£15,986), pay award pending. 
The successful applicants will have experience of innovative qualitative 
research with children and/or disabled people. 

Leeds post: for an informal discussion, contact Dr Tom Shakespeare on 
(0191) 495 0405, email tilting@windmills.u-net.com. For an application 
form, contact Ms M. Ross, School of Sociology, University of Leeds, Leeds 
LS2 9JT, (0113) 2334418. 


Edinburgh post: for an informal discussion or an application form, contact 
Nick Watson on 0131 650 3895, email N.Watson@ed.ac.uk. 


Closing date for applications for these posts is March 7th 


LIMBLESS ASSOCIATION - ROEHAMPTON 
National Lottery Charities Board funding enables the Limbless Association to 
make two appointments based on its accessible office at Roehampton. For 
both jobs, awareness of the issues affecting disabled people is vital, together 
with innovative ideas and the abilities and skills to convert them into effective 
action. Communicating and problem-solving skills, computer literacy, and 
willingness to travel throughout the United Kingdom, must be evident. 
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE 

Salary £15,000-£17,000 per annum 

To develop, expand, and market the Limbless, Associate, and Corporate 
Memberships of the Association - and the Association’s impact and standing - 
through Individuals, User Groups, Disablement Service Centres, other NHS 
establishments, Providers, Purchasers, Education, Business, and the Community; 
all to benefit disabled people and their carers. 


ADVOCACY/CAMPAIGNS EXECUTIVE 
Salary £15,000-£17,000 per annum 


To create successful social and parliamentary campaigns; pursue positive 
publicity in all forms of media; actively inform Government Departments; 
involve Business, lobby Local Councillors and Members of Parliament; raise real 
“‘awareness’’; all to enable disabled people to overcome obstacles. 

Send your letter of application, and CV, concentrating on one post only, to 
Pam Burnie, Limbless Association, Roehampton Rehabilitation Centre, 


Roehampton Lane, London SW15 5PR. 
Closing date for applications is 12 noon Monday, 17th March 1997 
Limbless Association is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


HAMPSHIRE COALITION OF DISABLED 
PEOPLE AND THE DEAF USERS GROUP 


require 


COUNTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
SALARY Circa £18000-£19000 
Ideal applicant will have direct personal experience of disability with a wide range of skills or 
experience including: 
@ Indepth knowledge of the disabled persons movement, national initiatives, 
and the social model of disability. 
@ Good understanding of the legislation relevant to disabled people. 
@ Ability to manage staff, volunteers, budgets. 
@ Develop and maintain effective information systems. 
@ Communicate effectively and understand the need for different formats. 
@ Produce reports and statistical information. 
@ Work alongside the management group in policy and project development. 


DEAF DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
SALARY Circa £14000-£15500 
The ideal applicant will be someone with direct personal experience of deaf issues and 
identifies with deaf culture. A wide range of skills or experience are required and include: 

@ Fluency in BSL (Stage 3 CACDP Equivalent). 

@ Good Communicator. 

@ Knowledge of disability issues and relevant legislation. 

@ Ability to.use appropriate Technology 

@ Presentation skills. 
Both posts require people who are enthusiastic, energetic and with a 
committment to developing this project. This is a three year programme 
and is funded by a National Lotteries Board Grant. 
Contact: GILL JACKSON 01705 341639 (Voice) 

01705 421460 Fax/Text. cya acy 

CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Closing date for both posts 27th March1997. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD 


PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 


ASSISTANT PERSONNEL OFFICER - 
REDEPLOYMENT AND DISABILITY 


The Personnel Department is seeking an Assistant Personnel Officer 
to manage all issues relating to redeployment and in particular to 
developing and implementing new procedures arising from the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 


Candidates need at least 3 years generalist professional experience, 
be educated to degree level or equivalent and possess excellent 
analytical, conceptual and communication skills. In addition 
candidates need to demonstrate a detailed knowledge of and/or 
interest in disability and discrimination issues. 


Salary in the range £16,628 - £21,519 pa (under review) according to 
experience. 


Closing date for applications: 7 March 1997. (Ref: R1078A) 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


Further particulars from the Director of Human Resource 
Management, The University of Sheffield, Western Bank, Sheffield 
S10 2TN. Tel: 0114-279 9800 (24 hr) or email: jobs@sheffield.ac.uk 
Web site at: http: / / www.shef.ac.uk/jobs / 


Classified 31 


Personal 


PM CHRIS, AGE 37, girth 32, and Sft, 6in 
short. My disability is that society does 
not provide blind people like myself with 
what I need. | like sipping red wine while 
eating Italian food, visiting art galleries, 
creating sculpture, canoeing down the 
river, cuddling women in silk pajamas, 
and having other adventures. If you are 
womanly, near East London and want a 
long-term relationship with a guy who is 
brightly dressed, sensitive, politically to 
the left of Tony Blair and has so little 
sense of humour it almost makes people 
laugh then try me. Box No. 042 


Hl, PM A 25-YEAR-OLD white male, 
slightly disabled on my left side. I would 
like to meet an able-bodied or slightly 
disabled female for friendship leading to 
a possible romance. Please enclose a 
photo. Box No. 043 


OPEN-MINDED, FUN-LOVING male, 31, 
with cerebral palsy, seeks female, 25-35 
for friendship and possibly romance. 
Hobbies: football, socialising and travel. 
Photo appreciated. All letters answered. 
Box No. 044 


KIND, CARING, AFFECTIONATE, home- 
loving man in his 50s. Slightly disabled 
with cerebral palsy. Still searching for 
home-loving lady who also enjoys lots of 
cuddles and physical pleasure as much as 
I do. If you are out there, please write to 
me before I get too old for cuddles. Box 
No. 045 


1 AM LOOKING for a young lady in her 40s. 
lam 49, very active. I love animals as I do 
animal rights protesting. I love travel. | 
am S5ft 6in tall, and have a slight disability 
in my left leg. No time wasters please. 
Photo would be nice. Box No. 046 


1 AM A WIDOW, 38. [ am looking for a 
special man for happy friendship and 
romance. I am disabled and deaf. | live in 
Stockport. Photo and letters please. Box 
No. 047 


DISABLED LONE PARENT with cerebral 
palsy seeks to share experiences with 
other disabled parents. Box No. 048 


DISABLED MAN WITH cerebral palsy 
looking for caring lady for relationship, 
18-25. Independent, own flat, dog etc. I 
run my own mobile disco and lead life to 
the full. Anybody willing to take me on? 
Full pedigree guaranteed. Box No. 049 


SINGLE MALE, 35, seeks female for 
friendship and possibly more. Must have 
a good sense of humour, be interested in 
music of any kind and films. Must like 
cats. I have cerebral palsy (legs only). Box 
No. 050 


MALE AGED 34 who has hydrocephalus 
seeks adult with a learning difficulty who 
would like to play football. Box No. 051 


| WANT TO FIND myself some good 
friends, folk who are intelligent, witty 
and kind. I am a young composer of 
classical music. Are there any disabled 
students who would like to write to me 
and maybe meet up sometimes for a sort 
of gang outing to the lochs of Scotland or 
to an Indian restaurant or to lobby MPs 
and make the world a fun place? 
Sometimes I find myself miserable and 
sorry for myself just cos I’m sodding well 
different from mainstream doddle- 
bodied morons. Box No. 052 


ARE YOU FIT ENOUGH to push me and 
drive? I am in my mid 40s, use a 
wheelchair, live in Cornwall, and would 
like companionship. I would like to do 
everything, go everywhere in_ this 
country. I have many interests and would 
like a woman. Box No. 053 


DISABLED WIDOWER, easy going. Large 
house, car, garden. I am tall, with dark 
hair and green eyes. I’m looking for a 
lady to share my life — a lady who is 
caring and understanding. I have MS. 
Photo appreciated. South East coast. Box 
No. 054 


Deadlines for April issue: 
booking by 14 March, 


camera ready artwork/copy 
by 18 March 


ep 
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